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I  he  story  of  the  memorial  plaque  commemorating  the  war  services  of  members  of  the 
Dowling  Family  is  the  story  of  the  Dowling  Family,  in  miniature,  throughout  American 
-  history. 

1  he  plaque  records  the  names  of  those  who  served  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution  be¬ 
ginning  in  1776,  the  War  with  England  of  1812,  the  Mexican  War  of  1848,  the  War  be¬ 
tween  the  States  beginning  in  1861,  the  War  with  Spain  of  1898,  World  War  I  beginning 
in  1917,  and  World  War  II  beginning  in  1941. 

The  recording  of  the  names  carries  with  it  the  deeper  meaning  that,  generation  after 
generation,  the  whole  of  the  Dowling  Family  has  done  its  part  toward  the  preservation  of 
American  institutions  and  the  ideal  of  liberty.  And  through  this  deeper  meaning  can  be 
seen  other  unidentified  Dowling  mothers,  fathers,  husbands,  wives,  sons  and  daughters 
valiantly  keeping  home  fires  burning,  suffering  in  mind,  body  and  estate,  the  while  that 
those  named  on  the  plaque  made  their  great  sacrifices  in  the  air,  on  the  seas  and  battle¬ 
fields  and  in  the  camps. 

The  Dowling  Family  is  a  distinguished  one.  Not  so  well  known  through  historical 
works  as  are  the  families  of  Lee  and  Edwards,  the  Dowling  clan  nevertheless  has  furnished 
a  goodly  quota  of  leaders  in  all  fields. 

It  is  in  the  ranks  of  typical  Americans— farmers,  merchants,  skilled  artisans,  teachers 
and  other  professional  men  and  women,  home-loving  devoted  parents— that  the  Dowling 
Family  also  stands  in  high  place.  It  is  as  such  Americans,  and  not  as  the  greatest  leaders, 
that  the  Dowlings  with  courage,  self-reliance,  hard  work  and  moral  integrity,  cleared  the 
land,  began  our  industries,  nurtured  our  culture,  provided  the  money  for  education,  pub¬ 
lic  health  and  other  social  needs.  In  short,  it  is  the  Dowlings  and  other  typical  Americans 
who,  behind  the  scenes  ol  actual  conllict,  provided  the  sinews  for  victories  and  progress. 

All  of  us  therefore,  as  we  pay  first  homage  to  those  who  risked  or  gave  life  itself  in  defense 
of  country,  honor  our  family  heroes  most  when  in  peacetime  each— in  his  or  her  own  way 
and  with  full  ability— does  all  possible  in  the  forward  struggle  for  a  better  world. 

As  a  great  American  pointed  out  at  Gettysburg,  we  cannot  add  to  or  detract  from  the 
record  of  those  who  fought  in  the  service  of  their  country.  But  we  can  rc-dcdicate  our  lives 
to  the  unfinished  tasks  of  preserving  the  good  that  is  in  American  institutions,  the  ideal  of 
liberty  and  human  progress.  By  such  re-dedication  we  can  create  a  living  memorial  to  our 
family  heroes.  The  plaque  therefore  should  symbolize  die  moving  spirit  of  die  Dowling 
Family— luivcnte  Deo,  Sujjero— with  the  help  of  God,  I  conquer. 
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ROLL  OF  HONOR 

DEDICATED  TO  THE  FOLLOWING  MEMBERS 

OF  THE 

ROB ER.T  D  OWLIN G  FAMILY 

(cHitrir  Robert  ti  descendants  by  his  son  James  and  Jame s’  son  john)  - 

\yHo  s|r^d  in  America’s  wars 


-TJ41- 
OLIVER  DOWUNG 
WILLIAM  B.  DOWLING 
WILSON  DOWLING 
EDWARD  HAWTHORNE  FLO  KIR 
JOHN  GARY  EVANS  HARRISON  11 
RALPH  MARION  HARRISON 
BEN  FRANKLIN  HAY 
MAURICE  DOWLING  HIERS 
JOSEPH  KELEHEAR 
JOHN  ALLEN  MILES  II 
WILLIAM  E.MIXS0N 
★HEBER  NETTLES  II 
ROBERT  LEE  NETTLES  I 
ROBERT  LEE  NETTLES  fj 
ARCHIE  NIX 
HENRY  UMAR  NIX 
♦THOMAS  JEFFERSON  NIX  TI 
JOHN  FRANKLIN  PATRICK 
LOUIS  F.  POOLE  II 
WILLIAM  J.  SPEAKS  II 
PHILIP  TERRY  II 
RALPHEAL  TERRY 
BOYCE  HOPKINS  TUTEN 
HAROLD  TOTEN 
HENRY  ASA  TOTEN 
JAMES  ACTION  WEEMS 
JAMES  l>  WEST 
EDWIN  T.ZEIGLER 
MARION  ZEIGLER 


.  -1770- 

ROBERT  DOWUNG  II  -  1917  - 

(SON  OF  ROBERT  l-FIRST  SETTLER!  ROBERT  LEE  NETTLES  1 
JAMES  DOWLING  JAMES  HAMILTON  TURNER 

JOHN  DOWLINO  ARTHUR  TUTEN 

♦WILLIAM  DOWLING  GARNETT  TOTEN 


-1141  -  • 

CHARLES  HEYWARD  BAILEY  H 
EDWARD  V. BOWERS 
WILLIAM  V.  BOWERS  n 
CLAUDIUS  GARNETT  BRADWEU 
JOHN  HEARD  CARTER 
ROBERT  DELOACH  II 
BROOKS  DOWLINO 
ARCHIE  DOWLING 
♦DUNCAN  BUIST  DOWLING  II 
EDWARD  CLEVELAND  DOWUNG 
TRANK  DOWLING 
GEDDES  GRAFTON  DOWUNC  11 
HENRY  DOWUNG 
HENRY  ATWILl  DOWUNG 
JAMES  DEXTER  DOWUNG 
JOAB  MAULDIN  DOWLINO 
JOEL  FRAMPTON  DOWURO 
JOHN  C.  DOWLINO  II 
JULIAN  DOWLING 
MARION  MILLER  DOWUNG 
MOYE  CLIFTON  DOWUNG  II 
NED  JEFFERSON  OOWLINO 


-I8IZ- 
DENNIS  DOWUNG 
(JAMES)  JABEZ  DOWLING 
JOHN  DOWLING 
ZACCHEOS  DOWUNG 


-1801- 
ELBERT  L.  DOWLING 
JOHN  V.  DOWUNG 
WILLIAM  HAMILTON  DOWUNO 


-TB08- 

MOYE  CLIFJON  DOWLINO  I 

-1017-  > 

CLURBE  DELOACH 
BROADUS  ESTES  DOWUNO 
HARRY  DOWLING 
LEON  KELEHEAR 


? RESENTED  TO  MY  BELOVED  KINSMEN 
BY  tyAUD  DOWLING  TUR.NER. 


JULY  4,  1946 


Jemima 


“We  arc  not  warriors,  nor  war-loving  /«■<;/</<•,  l/iil  in  all  times  oj  danger,  otir  /leojilc 
always  have  mobilized  jor  duty.”  Suggested  by  Hun.  Joil  Ikami'Ion  Dowling,  Sk. 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES  OF  INDIVIDUALS  ON  PLAQUE 


(Data  are  based  on  family  records  and  replies  to  questionnaires.  Identical  treatment  was  intended  for  each  name;  failure 
of  families  to  supply  data  or  missing  records  make  sketches  incomplete  in  some  instances.  Sketches  are  given  in  the  order 
in  which  names  appear  on  the  memorial  plaque.  Every  reasonable  effort  has  been  made  to  insure  accuracy.) 


1  7  7  6 

ROBERT  DOWLING  II.  Robert  Dowling  II  was  the 
first  Dowling  (ol  our  branch  of  the  family)  to  tome  It) 
South  Carolina.  Robert  Dowling  I,  or  his  antecedents, 
came  to  Virginia  by  way  of  VV'ales  during  the  seven¬ 
teenth  century.  Robert  Dowling  I  married  in  Virginia 
to  a  Virginian.  Robert  Dowling  II  is  the  child  of  this 
marriage.  Robert  Dowling  II  grew  to  manhood  in  Vir¬ 
ginia  and  married  a  Virginian.  From  this  marriage 
there  was  one  child,  William  Dowling,  born  in  Vir- 
ginia.  The  mother  died  in  childbirth  or  soon  there¬ 
after.  Robert  Dowling  II  married  a  second  time.  By 
his  second  wife,  Sarah  Guinn  of  Virginia,  there  were 
James,  John,  Elizabeth,  Sarah  and  Millie.  Shortly  be¬ 
fore  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  Robert  Dowling  II 
moved  to  Jeffries  Creek,  near  the  present  town  of 
Darlington,  South  Carolina.  William  Dowling  mar¬ 
ried  in  Virginia  a  Virginian  and  moved  near  his  father 
in  the  Darlington  region.  (These  facts  are  attested  by 
Noel  T.  Dowling,  Nash  Professor  of  Law  at  Colum¬ 
bia  University,  and  are  based  on  notes  dictated  by 
the  Rev.  Dempsey  Dowling  in  1857.)  Robert  Dowling 

I  was  born  before  1710,  but  his  date  of  death  is  un¬ 
certain  (believed  alive  in  1800).  Robert  Dowling 

II  was  born  in  1730  and  died  in  1794.  Robert  Dowling 
II  served  throughout  the  war  in  Captain  William 
Vause’s  Company,  12th  Virginia  Regiment,  Command¬ 
ed  b)’  Colonel  James  Wood.  He  fought  at  Musgrove’s 
Mill,  Guilford  Court  House,  Cowpens  and  King’s 
Mountain.  (See  Maud  Dowling  Turner’s  file  Natl. 
D.A.R.  #238787,  171982,  137007.) 

JAMES  DOWLING.  Born  1758.  Died  1802.  Married 
to  former  Mary  Boutwell;  children,  William,  James, 
John  (Jabez),  Willis,  Henry,  Sarah,  Mary  and  Lclitia. 
Served  in  Brenlon’s  Regiment,  General  Marion’s 
Brigade,  throughout  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  Son 
of  Robert  Dowling  II  and  Sarah  Guinn  Dowling. 
Service  attested  by  pay  vouchers  and  other  records. 
His  will  was  on  file  in  Darlington,  South  Carolina. 

JOHN  DOWLING.  Born  1759.  Died  1826.  Married  to 
Nancy  Boutwell  (sister  of  Mary  Boutwell,  who  was 
the  wife  of  his  brother  James);  children  (see  general 
note  given  below).  Served  alongside  of  his  brother  in 
the  War  of  the  Revolution  and  also  in  Captain 
l.evac  her  tie  Ste.  Marie’s  Company,  ist  South  Carolina 
Regiment,  commanded  by  Col.  Charles  Cotesworth 
Pinckney.  Son  of  Robert  Dowling  II  and  Sarah  Guinn 
Dowling. 

(Gi.ni  kai.  Noii  :  Although  most  of  the  names  on  the 
p lac | nt*.  below  those  shown  in  the  Wai  ol  1812,  are 
descendants  ol  James  (brother  ol  this  John)  Dowling, 


son  of  Robert  Dowling  II  by  his  marriage  to  Sarah 
Guinn,  it  is  useful  for  family  history  to  note  a  few 
additional  facts  about  the  descendants  of  John  Dowl¬ 
ing.  By  his  marriage  to  Nancy  Boutwell  John  Dowling 
had  six  sons  and  three  daughters,  as  follows:  (A) 
Dempsey,  Elias,  Zaccheus  (shown  on  plaque),  Levi, 
Allen;  Simpson,  Lydia,  Rhoda  and  Jemina.  Levi, 
Elias,  Zaccheus  and  Dempsey  came,  with  their  mother, 
Nancy  Boutwell,  to  Alabama  in  an  early  day.  Nancy 
Boutwell  is  buried  in  Old  Zion  Churchyard,  near 
where  Zaccheus  and  Levi  settled— eight  miles  west  of 
Ozark,  Alabama.  Levi  left  in  the  1850’s  and  carried 
part  of  his  family  to  Mississippi.) 

As  Dempsey,  (who  married  Martha  Stokes  of  Dar¬ 
lington),  left  numerous  descendants  in  the  Southeast 
who  are  members  of  the  Dowling  Family  Association, 
it  is  useful  to  list  the  names  of  the  descendants  of  John 
Dowling’s  oldest  son. 

(A)  Dempsey  had  seven  sons  and  seven  daughters. 
They  were:  (1)  Wesley,  (2)  Noel,  (3)  Fletcher,  (4) 
John,  (5)  Edward,  (6)  James,  (7)  Zinnaman,  (8)  Lacy, 
(9)  Millie,  (10)  Elizabeth  and  (11)  Zillah  (a  twin  of 
Elizabeth),  (12)  Martha,  (13)  Anna  and  (14)  Frances. 

The  descendants  of  each  of  these  children  of  Demp¬ 
sey,  son  of  John,  son  of  Robert  are:  (1)  Wesley— 
Jasper,  Martin,  Marion  J.,  Frances  (dau.).  Jasper  and 
Martin  died  in  the  War  between  the  States;  (2)  Noel— 
John  W.,  Angus,  Simeon,  Massalone,  LaFayette,  James 
King  (died  in  Confederate  Army),  Noel  P.,  Gabriel 
P.  and  Anna  Jane;  (3)  Fletcher— Jefferson,  Anderson 
(moved  to  Texas),  Mary  and  Margaret;  (4)  John— S. 
Lawson,  Elisha  M.  C.,  Noel  B.,  Jerve  M.,  Louis,  George 
Washington,  Lancy  Ann,  Nancy  Jane;  (5)  Edward— 
Jessie,  Robert  J.,  Eddie,  Margaret,  Betsy  Ann,  Jane, 
Susan,  Ophelia  and  Endora;  ((>)  James  (killed  in  Con¬ 
federate  Army,  buried  in  Virginia)— ( James  and  his 
brother,  Fletcher  (3)  above,  married  sisters,  Caroline 
and  Nancy  Martin)  —  William,  Greenberry,  Irvin, 
Sarah,  Catherine,  Anna,  Bluney,  Cally  and  Pandora; 
(7)  Zinnaman  —  Pinkney,  Simpson,  I.eRoy,  Calvess, 
Laura,  Jelson,  Joicy,  l.onetie  and  Martha;  (8)  Lacy 
(111.  Elisha  Mathews)  William  Edwards;  Melton  T., 
Jane,  Martha,  Ann,  Mary,  Aquilla,  Talitha,  Betsy  Ann, 
Margaret;  (9)  Millie  (m.  Win.  Cox)— Fletcher,  Jessie, 
and  Henry,  Martha,  Nancy,  Elizabeth,  Sara,  Sophro- 
nia,  Cornelia,  Lillie.  Rebecca;  (10)  Elizabeth— died  at 
age  fifteen  without  issue;  (11)  Zillah  (m.  Sam.  Ilall- 
ford)—  James,  Wesley,  Wilburn  (died  in  Confederate 
Army),  Dixie  II.  (moved  to  Texas),  Gordon,  Jessie 
(died  in  Confederate  Army),  Monroe,  Susan,  Sarah, 
Josephine  and  Piety;  (12)  Martha  (m.  Emanuel  Par¬ 
rish)— \\\\\,  and  Jefferson;  (13)  Anna  (m.  James  Par¬ 
rish)—  Marc el  I  us  (died  in  Confederate  Army),  Young 
(moved  to  Texas).  Lawrence  (moved  lo  Texas),  Savan¬ 
nah,  Rosaberg,  Mary  and  Sarah;  (14)  Frames  (m. 
Mathias  llrackcn,  brother  ol  the  wife  ol  John  Dowling 
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(4)  above— Simeon,  Warren,  Hayden,  Lawrence,  Tarve, 
Martha,  Jane,  Lucile,  Avila,  Piety,  Roxy  Ann,  and 
Rebecca. 

It  is  seen  that  just  as  the  sons  of  Robert  Dowl¬ 
ing  II  and  Sarah  Guinn  (John  and  Janies)  married 
sisters  (Mary  and  Nancy  Boutwell),  so  also,  descend¬ 
ants  of  John  and  James  frequently  were  married  to 
brothers  or  sisters  in  new  lines.  This,  in  part,  ac¬ 
counts  for  the  feeling  of  “close”  kinship  between 
various  branches  of  the  family. 

★  WILLIAM  DOWLING.  Born  1756.  Died  January 

I,  1783.  Married  a  Virginian;  children,  Jabez,  Micajah 
(“Gageby”),  Klizah.  Participated  in  seigc  of  Gharlcs- 
ton;  later  killed  by  'Lories  near  the  close  of  the  war 
at  his  new  home  in  Barnwell  County,  whence  he  had 
moved  from  Darlington.  Son  of  Robert  Dowling  II 
and  a  Virginia  lady  whose  name  is  unknown.  See  addi¬ 
tional  notes  under  Dennis  and  (James)  Jabez  Dowling. 

I  8  I  2 

DENNIS  DOWLING.  This  Dowling  fought  alongside 
of  his  father,  (James)  Jabez  Dowling  throughout  the 
War  of  1812.  Dennis  Dowling’s  father,  Jabez,  was  the 
son  of  William  Dowling,  the  son  of  Robert  Dowling 

II,  by  his  first  marriage.  Other  descendants  of  William 
fought  in  this  and  other  wars,  one  of  whom  (not  shown 
on  plaque)  was  John  Wesley  Dowling,  who  was  cap¬ 
tured,  imprisoned  and  tortured  to  death  in  prison. 

(JAMES)  JABEZ  DOWLING.  Born  1771  (?).  Jabez 
was  about  forty  years  old  at  the  time  of  the  War  of 
1812  but  went  himself  and  carried  his  young  son 
Dennis  into  battle  with  him.  Jabez’  lather  was  Wil¬ 
liam  Dowling,  son  of  Robert  Dowling  by  first  mar¬ 
riage.  Jabez,  as  a  small  child  standing  in  his  father’s 
doorway,  saw  the  British  raiding  party  murder  his 
defenseless  father,  William;  the  infamous  British  Gen¬ 
eral  Tarleton  having  ordered  his  Tory  parties  to 
take  no  prisoners  from  among  the  "zealot  patriots 
listed”  and  William  was  one  of  those  named.  (Note: 
Many  of  the  Dowlings  in  Northern  Florida  and  South 
Georgia  are  descendants  of  (James)  Jabez  Dowling. 
(The  “James”  is  doubtful;  Jabez  is  given  in  most 
references.) 

JOHN  (JABEZ)  DOWLING.  Born  1782  near  Dar¬ 
lington,  S.  G.  Died  1 8(i(j.  Married  former  Susan 
Barns;  children,  James  Thcophilus  (born  1 8 1  (>,  died 
1882),  Rennie,  William  Madison,  1  lesler  Ann,  Elbert  I„, 
July,  Mary,  Oliver  Petty,  Eliza  Jane.  Served  through¬ 
out  War  of  1812.  Son  of  Mary  Boutwell  Dowling  and 
James  Dowling,  the  latter  being  the  son  of  Robert 
Dowling  II  by  his  marriage  to  Sarah  Guinn  Dowling. 

ZAGGHEUS  DOWLING.  Born  175)2  near  Darlington, 
S.  G.  Served  throughout  War  of  1812.  Son  of  Nancy 
Boutwell  Dowling  and  John  Dowling.  Mis  Grand¬ 
father  was  Robert  Dowling  11.  Zac  elicits  (also 
spelled  Zac  liens)  died  1885  and  is  buried  within  two 
miles  of  Greenville,  Ala.  He  was  prominent  in  Ala¬ 
bama  affairs  and  was  Presiding  Elder  in  Methodist 
Church.  Pastor  ol  Charleston.  S.  C.,  M.  E.  Church  1815). 
Zaccheus  lilt  no  children. 


1848 

WILLIAM  CANE.  Half-brother  of  Mary  Ann  Long, 
wife  of  James  Thcophilus  Dowling.  Led  charge  in 
final  assault  on  fortifications  at  Vera  Cruz,  while  serv¬ 
ing  under  General  Winfield  Scott.  He  was  fighting 
side  by  side  with  another  descendant  of  Robert  Dowl¬ 
ing  II,  according  to  family  tradition  which  cannot  be 
verified.  His  cry  of  victory,  as  the  two  crossed  the  walls, 
was  “Hail  Columbia,  Happy  Land,  Mexico  is  ours  or 
we’re  damned.”  The  Cane  and  Long  families  are  re¬ 
lated  to  Dr.  Crawford  W.  Long  of  Georgia,  first  to  use 
anesthesia. 

JOHN  (JABEZ)  DOWLING.  See  biographical  sketch 
above.  Also  served  in  Mexican  War.  (Note:  Many  other 
descendants  of  William,  James  and  John— children  of 
Robert  Dowling  by  his  first  and  second  marriages— 
also  served  in  the  Whir  of  1812  and  1848  but  records 
have  not  been  sufficiently  clarified  for  inclusion  with 
these  names.  Among  such  descendants  are  many  whose 
records  are  authenticated  including  William  Hampton 
Dowling,  grandfather  of  the  husband  of  Mrs.  Beulah 
B.  Dowling,  Family  Genealogist,  of  Manatee  Station, 
Bradenton,  Florida.) 

l86l 

ELBERT  L.  DOWLING.  Born  1822.  Died  1880.  Bur¬ 
ied  at  Hopewell  Church.  Served  in  r}th  South  Carolina 
Confederate  Cavalry  as  Sharpshooter  and  Scout.  Son 
of  John  (Jabez)  Dowling  and  Susan  Barnes  Dowling. 
1 1  is  Grandfather  was  James  Dowling,  son  of  Robert 
Dowling  II. 

JOHN  V.  DOWLING.  Born  August  23,  1849,  near 
Brunson,  S.  C.  Died  December  30,  1930.  Attended 
school  at  Furman  University.  Married  former  Annie 
Williams;  children,  Annie  Ellis  (Heirs),  (1)  Jamesina 
Virginia  (Weems).  Charles  Thcophilus,  (2)  Broadus 
Estes,  Walter  Talmadge.  Rosa  Kirby  and  Mary  Louise 
—all  of  whom  deceased  except  (1)  and  (2).  Buried  at 
Hopewell  Church.  Profession:  Educator,  Probate  Judge 
and  City  Inspector,  Savannah,  Ga.  Volunteered  at  age 
ol  sixteen  in  Iasi  year  of  the  War  between  the  Stales 
as  a  scout  under  Captain  Mulligan  of  Company  B,  51I1 
South  Carolina  Cavalry.  Son  of  Mary  Ann  Dowling 
and  James  Thcophilus  Dowling.  His  Grandfather  was 
John  (Jabez)  Dowling,  whose  antecedents  were  James 
Dowling  and  Robert  Dowling  II. 

WILLIAM  HAMILTON  DOWLING.  Born  August 
4,  1842,  in  old  Beaufort  District,  S.  G.  Died  Septem¬ 
ber  9,  1924,  buried  at  Hopewell  Church.  Married  for¬ 
mer  Clara  Louisa  Ruth  of  old  Beau  ford  District; 
children,  William  Hamilton,  Jr.  (deceased),  Mary 
Susan  (deceased),  Annie  Maud  (Turner),  Ada  May 
(Cowart)  (deceased).  Melinda  Ruth  (deceased),  Buist 
Duncan  1,  Clara  Louisa  (Crouch),  Geddes  Grafton  I 
(deceased).  Addie  Rosa  (West)  (deceased)  Joel 
1  lampion  1,  Harry.  Profession:  Baptist  Clergyman. 
Entered  War  between  the  States  on  November  (>,  18(11, 
attached  to  Company  B,  r,th  South  Carolina  Cavalry, 
Butler’s  Brigade,  Hampton’s  Legion,  fought  many 
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battles  in  Virginia  and  the  Carolinas,  serving  as  Chief 
Scout,  acting  Captain  and  Chaplain  (being  ordained 
after  the  war).  Was  School  Commissioner  and  Probate 
Judge  and  for  sixty  years  active  in  all  forms  of  Church 
affairs  in  lower  South  Carolina.  Son  of  James  Theophi- 
lus  Dowling  and  Maty  Ann  Dowling.  His  Grandfather 
was  John  (Jabez)  Dowling,  whose  antecedents  were 
James  Dowling  and  Robert  Dowling  II. 

(General  Note:  Among  the  other  Dowlings  eifgaged 
in  the  War  between  the  States  were:  Dr.  Elijah  Henry 
Dowling,  Assistant  Surgeon  for  South  Carolina  Armies 
(son  of  Decanie  Dowling);  his  brother,  John  Calhoun 
Dowling;  William  Wesley,  son  of  Dennis  Dowling 
(shown  on  plaque  in  War  of  1812);  William  Wesley 
Dowling’s  son,  William  Henry  Taylor  Dowling  and 
William  Wesley’s  son,  William  Hampton  Dowling  and 
the  latter’s  sons,  Isaac  and  Berrien  Dowling— all  of 
whom  are  descended  from  Robert  Dowling  II.) 

I  8  9  8 

MOVE  CLIFTON  DOWLING  I.  Born  June  15,  1879, 
at  Hampton,  S.  C.  Attended  school  in  Hampton.  Mar¬ 
ried  former  Maude  Wiggins;  children,  Moye  Clifton 
II,  Sue  (Poole)  and  Richard  (deceased).  Business: 
Paper  Products  Distribution.  Residence:  St.  Peters¬ 
burg,  Fla.  President  of  the  Dowling  Family  Associa¬ 
tion  in  1946.  Served,  in  Cuba  as  Company  Clerk,  Com¬ 
pany  F,  2nd  Georgia  Volunteer  Infantry,  Spanish- 
American  War.  Son  of  Mary  Margaret  Dowling  and 
Decanie  Dexter  Dowling.  His  Grandfather  was  James 
Thcophilus  Dowling,  whose  antecedents  were  John 
(Jabe/)  Dowling,  James  Dowling  and  Robert  Dowling 
II. 


19  17 

FLLFRBF  DF  LOACH.  Born  1900.  Served  in  World 
War  1.  Son  of  Mellie  Dowling  De  Loach  and  Jos.  De 
Loach.  His  Grandfather  was  James  Thcophilus  Dowl¬ 
ing,  whose  antecedents  were  John  (Jabez)  Dowling, 
James  Dowling  and  Robert  Dowling  II. 

BROADUS  ESTES  DOWLING.  Born  June  22,  1894, 
at  Varnvillc,  S.  C.  Attended  school  at  Chatham  Acad¬ 
emy  and  Fort  Worth  Texas  Medical  College.  Married 
former  Louise  Cleveland  of  Milltown,  Georgia; 
children— Edward  Cleveland.  Business:  Distribution  of 
Consumer  Products.  Residence:  Greenville,  S.  C. 
Served  in  U.  S.  Army  Medical  Corps  in  World  War  I; 
two  years  overseas,  attached  to  142nd  Field  Artillery 
Hospital  Company.  Cited  for  bravery  under  fire  while 
evacuating  wounded.  Son  of  Annie  Williams  Dowling 
and  John  Virgil  Dowling.  1 1  is  Grandfather  was  James 
Thcophilus  Dowling,  whose  antecedents  were  John 
(Jabez)  Dowling,  James  Dowling  and  Robert  Dowling 
II. 

HARRY  DOWLING.  Born  November  22,  1888,  at 
Hampton,  S.  G.  Attended  school  at  University  of 
South  Carolina  and  elsewhere.  Married  former  Inez 
Nichols  of  South  Carolina;  children,  Evangeline  (de¬ 


ceased)  and  Ada  Maud.  Occupation:  Writer.  Resi¬ 
dence:  Texas.  Served  in  U.  S.  Army  Coast  Artillery, 
F.  C.  Gunner.  Served  on  Mexican  Border  (Villa  Cam¬ 
paign)  1916;  was  attached  to  Fort  Screven  base  in 
World  War  I,  Office  of  Coast  Defense  Artillery  Engi¬ 
neer,  as  Non-Com.  Officer  in  charge  of  Post  Operations. 
Son  of  Clara  Ruth  Dowling  and  William  Hamilton 
Dowling.  His  Grandfather  was  James  Thcophilus 
Dowling,  whose  antecedents  were  John  (Jabez)  Dowl¬ 
ing,  James  Dowling  and  Robert  Dowling  II. 

LEON  KELEHEAR.  Served  in  U.  S.  Navy.  Son  of 
Sa llie  Nix  Kelehear  and  ().  L.  Kelehcar.  Mis  Grand¬ 
mother  was  Aimce  Dowling  Nix,  whose  antecedents 
were  Oliver  Perry  Dowling  (brother  of  James  Thcophi¬ 
lus  Dowling),  John  (Jabez)  Dowling,  James  Dowling 
and  Robert  Dowling  II.  (See  World  War  II  (1941) 
for  remainder  of  family  line.) 

ROBERT  LEE  NETTLES  I.  Major  Robert  Lee  Net¬ 
tles,  U.  S.  Army,  served  in  both  World  War  I  (1917) 
and  World  War  II  (1941).  See  his  sketch  under  1941. 

JAMES  HAMILTON  TURNER.  Born  July  17,  1897, 
at  Augusta,  Ga.  Attended  school  at  Marist  College, 
Atlanta,  and  Columbia  University,  New  York.  Mar¬ 
ried  former  Susan  Dryden  of  Crisfield,  Maryland  (died 
■  937);  children  Jean  and  (foster)  George  (Dryden) 
Atkinson.  Married,  in  1944,  former  Esther  Gage  of 
San  Antonio,  Texas.  Profession:  Utility  and  Property 
Management.  Residence:  San  Antonio,  Texas.  Served 
in  U.  S.  Army  Infantry  and  Air  Service  as  Lieutenant 
in  World  War  I.  Son  of  Maud  Dowling  Turner  and 
William  Heyward  Turner  I  (died  1929).  His  mother 
was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Dowling  Family  Asso¬ 
ciation.  His  Grandfather  was' William  Hamilton  Dowl¬ 
ing,  whose  antecedents  were  James  Thcophilus  Dowl¬ 
ing.  John  (Jabez)  Dowling,  James  Dowling  and  Robert 
Dowling  II.  (By  his  father’s  line  James  Hamilton 
Turner  is  descended  from  early  Jamestown,  Va.,  colo¬ 
nists  and  through  his  paternal  Grandmother  to  Tlios. 
Heyward,  Jr.,  signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Indepen¬ 
dence  for  South  Carolina.)  His  foster  son,  George, 
served  throughout  World  War  II  in  the  U.  S.  Marines. 

(J.)  ARTHUR  TUTEN.  Born  1894  at  Gifford,  S.  C. 
Attended  school  at  Univ.  of  South  Carolina.  Resided 
in  Charleston,  S.  C.  Died  March  19,  1945.  Married 
former  Ethel  Kroeg;  children,  Margucritte,  Charlotte 
and  John  Arthur,  Jr.  Served  one  year  and  seven  months 
in  World  War  I  as  Non-Coinm.  officer,  participating 
in  most  of  the  French  and  Belgian  salient  engagements 
with  goth  Div.,  Engineers.  One-time  editor  of  Hamp¬ 
ton  County  Guardian;  President  of  Protestant  Episco¬ 
pal  Churchmen’s  Association  of  Diocese  of  South 
Carolina  and  member  of  vestry  of  St.  Luke’s  Church; 
member  of  the  St.  Andrew’s  Society.  Son  of  Eliza  Stokes 
Tuten  and  Souilnvood  Waller  Tulcn.  His  Grand¬ 
mother  was  Susan  Dowling  Tuten,  whose  antecedents 
were  James  Thcophilus  Dowling,  John  (Jabez)  Dowl¬ 
ing,  James  Dowling  and  Robert  Dowling  II. 

GARNET  TUTEN.  Born  July  5,  1889,  at  Gifford, 
S.  C.  Attended  school  at  Univ.  of  South  Carolina, 
Medical  College.  Married  former  Lillian  McPhail; 
children,  Mrs.  Kenneth  Yost.  Profession:  Physician. 
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★  DUNCAN  BU1ST  DOWLING  II 


Residence:  McCormick,  S.  C.  Served  eighteen  months 
in  World  War  I  as  First  Lieutenant,  Medical  Corps, 
from  Christmas  Day,  1917,  to  August  20,  1919.  With 
Remount  Squadron  314  in  France  during  War  and 
with  Army  of  Occupation.  He  is  the  son  of  Susan 
Dowling  Tuten  and  John  Asa  Tuten.  His  Grandfather 
was  fames  Theophilus  Dowling,  'whose  antecedents 
were  John  (Jabez)  Dowling,  James  Dowling  and  Rob¬ 
ert  Dowling  II. 
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CHARLES  HEYWARD  BAILEY  II.  Born  August  2, 
1920,  at  Varnville,  S.  C.  Attended  school  at  Varnville 
and  Clemson  College.  Married  former  Elizabeth 
Rusk  of  Atlanta;  children,  Barbara  Ann.  Profession: 
Engineer.  Petty  Officer,  U.  S.  Navy  and  served  with 
Pacific  Naval  Air  Fleet  from  December  2,  1941.  Son 
of  Marie  Dowling  Bailey  and  Charles  Heyward  Bailey 
I.  His  Grandfather  was  L.  Rhett  Dowling,  whose 
antecedents  were  James  Theophilus  Dowling,  John 
(Jabez)  Dowling,  James  Dowling  and  Robert  Dowl- 
ling  II. 

EDWARD  V.  BOWERS.  (No  data.  Name  supplied 
in  response  to  questionnaires.) 

WILLIAM  V.  BOWERS  II.  Born  April  1,  1918,  at 
Varnville,  S.  C.  Attended  school  at  Varnville.  Unmar¬ 
ried.  Tech.  Sgt.  U.  S.  Army  Air  Force,  European  Thea¬ 
tre.  Air  Medal  with  Four  Oak  Leaf  Cluster,  Presiden¬ 
tial  Citation.  Rhineland,  Ardennes  and  Central  Europe 
Campaigns.  Three  Campaign  Battle  Stars.  Son  of  Sal- 
lie  Dowling  Bowers  and  Willie  V.  Bowers.  His  Grand¬ 
father  was  L.  Rhett  Dowling,  whose  antecedents  were 
James  Theophilus  Dowling,  John  .  (Jabez)  Dowling, 
James  Dowling  and  Robert  Dowling  II. 

CLAUDIUS  GARNETT  BRADWELL.  Born  June 
17,  1916,  at  Cross,  S.  C.  Attended  school  at  Cross  and 
Furman  University.  Residence,  Greenville,  S.  C.  Busi¬ 
ness:  Wholesale  Distribution.  Umnarried.  Sgt.  U.  S. 
Anny  Military  Police  and  Special  Investigator,  Euro¬ 
pean  Theatre,  beginning  in  1942.  Bronze  Star,  Battle 
of  the  Bulge.  Special  assignments  in  England  and 
France  in  connection  with  aviation  activities.  Son  of 
Rosalie  Tuten  Bradwell  and  I.  D.  Bradwell.  His 
Grandmother  was  Susan  Dowling  Tuten  whose  ante¬ 
cedents  were  fames  Theophilus  Dowling,  John  (Jabez) 
Dowling,  James  Dowling  and  Robert  Dowling  II. 

JOHN  HEARD  CARTER.  Born  191ft  at  Springfield, 
Ca.  Unmarried.  Entered  U.  S.  Army  10th  Cavalry 
August  1941.  Captain.  Twice  wounded.  Citations  in¬ 
dude  Silver  Star  for  gallantry  in  action,  numerous 
battle  stars,  and  Purple  Heart  with  two  dusters. 
Served  in  North  African  and  Italian  campaigns.  Son 
of  Clara  De  Loat  h  Carter  and  John  Carter  (of  Spanish- 
American  War).  His  Grandmother  was  Mellie  Dowling 
De  Loat  h,  whose  antecedents  were  James  Theophilus 
Dowling,  John  (Jabez)  Dowling,  James  Dowling  and 
Robert  Dowling  II. 


ROBERT  DE  LOACH  II.  Born  June  8,  1918,  at 
Knoxville,  Tcnn.  Attended  school  at  Oakwood,  Tenn., 
and  Glynn  Academy,  Ga.  Married  former  Mildred 
Patricia  Mills;  children,  Blanton.  Business:  Ship  Con¬ 
struction.  Residence:  Brunswick,  Ga.  Entered  U.  S. 
Navy  as  specialist  in  May,  1944,  and  screed  in  Pacific 
Theatre.  Son  of  Ella  Casteel  De  Loach  and  (Luther) 
Robert  De  Loach  I.  His  Grandmother  was  Mellie 
Dowling  De  Loach,  whose  antecedents  were  James 
Theophilus  Dowling,  John  (Jabez)  Dowling,  James 
Dowling  and  Robert  Dowling  II. 

BROOKS  DOWLING.  See  Brooks  Dowling  Harrison. 

ARCHIE  DOWLING.  Born  Brunson,  S.  C.  Attended 
school  at  Brunson.  Non-Comm.  Olficer,  U.  S.  Army, 
European  Theatre.  Son  of  Edith  Barker  Dowling  and 
Abram  D.  Dowling.  His  Grandfather  was  Oliver  Perry 
Dowling  (brother  of  James  Theophilus  Dowling), 
whose  antecedents  were  John  (Jabez)  Dowling,  James 
Dowling  and  Robert  Dowling  II.  (See  brothers  on 
plaque.) 

★  DUNCAN  BU1ST  DOWLING  II.  Born  December 
u,  1911,  at  Augusta,  Georgia.  Attended  Richmond 
Military  Academy  and  United  States  Military  Acad¬ 
emy,  West  Point,  N.  Y.,  (class  of  193ft).  Married 
former  Marjorie  Thayer  Mason  of  Benton  Harbor, 
Mich.;  children,  Deanne  Daniel,  Marjorie  Thayer  and 
Duncan  Buist  III.  Lieutenant-Colonel  U.  S.  Army. 
Participated  in  defense  of  Pearl  Harbor;  Battalion 
Commander,  28th  Div.,  France.  Purple  Heart  and 
Bronze  Star  posthumously.  Died  in  action  August  11, 
1944,  Mortain-Virc  sector  in  Normandy  Invasion.  The 
sacrifice  made  by  his  battalion  (almost  wholly  wiped 
out),  and  by  him,  enabled  General  Patton  10  complete 
the  gigantic  encirclement  movement  which  ended  in 
the  annihilation  of  almost  all  of  the  enemy  forces  in 
Western  France.  T  he  particular  engagement  in  which 
he  lost  his  life  was  a  turning  point  of  World  War  11, 
as  Verdun  was  in  World  War  I.  Son  of  Essie  Daniels 
Dowling  and  Duncan  Buist  Dowling  I.  His  (hand- 
father  was  William  Hamilton  Dowling,  whose  ante¬ 
cedents  were  James  Theophilus  Dowling,  John  (Jabez.) 
Dowling,  James  Dowling  and  Robert  Dowling  11. 

EDWARD  CLEVELAND  DOWLING.  Born  January 
22,  1922.  Unmarried.  Attended  school  at  Greenville 
and  Univ.  of  South  Carolina.  Served  in  World  War  II 
for  twenty-nine  months  in  Burma-India  Theatre  as 
Sgt.,  U.  S.  Army  Air  Force.  Son  of  Louise  Cleveland 
Dowling  and  Broadus  Estes  Dowling  (see  father's 
name  on  plaque).  His  Grandfather  was  John  V.  Dowl¬ 
ing,  whose  antecedents  were  fames  Theophilus  Dowl¬ 
ing,  John  (Jabez)  Dowling,  Janies  Dowling  and  Robert 
Dowling  II. 

FRANK  DOWLING.  Born  at  Brunson,  S.  C.  Attended 
school  at  Brunson.  Non-Comm.  Olficer,  Italian  Cam¬ 
paign,  European  Theatre,  U.  S.  Army.  Son  of  Edith 
Barker  Dowling  and  Abram  I).  Dowling.  Ilis  (hand- 
father  was  Oliver  Perry  Dowling  (brother  of  James 
Theophilus  Dowling),  whose  antecedents  were  John 
(Jabez)  Dowling,  James  Dowling  and  Robert  Dowl¬ 
ing  II.  (See  others  of  same  family  on  plaque.) 
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GEDDES  GRAFTON  DOWLING  II.  Born  Septem¬ 
ber  2<j,  ip  15.  at  Greenwood.  S.  C.  Attended  school  at 
IJniv.  of  South  Carolina  (also  Law  School).  Profes¬ 
sion:  Attorney.  First  Lieutenant,  U.  S.  Army.  Son  of 
Leonora  Mauldin  Dowling  and  the  late  Hon.  Geddes 
Grafton  Dowling  I  (former  President  of  Dowling 
Family  Association).  His  Grandfather  was  William 
Hamilton  Dowling,  whose  antecedents  were  James 
Theophilus  Dowling,  John  (Jabez)  Dowling,  fames 
Dowling  and  Robert  Dowling  II. 

HENRY  DOWLING.  Born  at  Fairfax,  S.  C.  Attended 
school  at  Brunson.  Sgt.  U.  S.  Army  Air  Force,  Euro¬ 
pean  Theatre,  based  fn  England.  Son  of  Essie  Sulli¬ 
van  Dowling  and  Benjamin  Wyman  Dowling.  His 
Grandfather  was  Oliver  Perry  Dowling  (brother  of 
fames  Theophilus  Dowling),  whose  antecedents  were 
John  (Jabez)  Dowling,  James  Dowling  and  Robert 
Dowling  II. 

HENRY  ATWILL  DOWLING.  Born  April  9,  1918, 
at  Barnwell,  S.  C.  Attended  Savannah,  Ga.,  and  St. 
Petersburg,  Fla.,  schools.  Married  former  Dorothy 
Hodges  of  Norfolk,  Va.;  children,  Nancy  Lee.  Non- 
Comm.  Ollicer  U.  S.  Army  with  71st  Division.  Entered 
service  May  27,  1944,  and  fought  in  European  Thea¬ 
tre  (E.T.O.  ribbon  with  battle  stars).  With  Army  of 
Occupation  in  Austria  and  engaged  in  “every  type  of 
military  operation  save  a  retreat.”  Formerly  Chief 
Clerk,  Norfolk  Navy  Yard.  Son  of  Ethel  Ford  Dowl¬ 
ing  and  Charles  Theophilus  Dowling.  His  Grand¬ 
father  was  John  V.  Dowling,  whose  antecedents  were 
fames  Theophilus  Dowling,  John  (Jabez)  Dowling, 
James  Dowling  and  Robert  Dowling  II. 

JAMES  DEXTER  DOWLING.  Born  July  12,  1913. 
Attended  school  at  St.  Petersburg,  Fla.  Unmarried. 
Sgt.  U.  S.  Army,  103rd  Division,  European  Theatre. 
Son  of  Lilly  Maude  Boyd  Dowling  and  Wilbur  Boyce 
Dowling.  His  Grandfather  was  Decan ie  D.  Dowling, 
whose  antecedents  were  fames  Theophilus  Dowling, 
John  (Jabez)  Dowling,  James  Dowling  and  Robert 
Dowling  II. 

JOAB  MAULDIN  DOWLING.  Born  November  26, 
1917,  at  Greenwood,  S.  G.  Attended  school  at  Univ. 
of  South  Carolina  (also  Law  School).  Married  former 
Kathrine  Elizabeth  Douglas  of  Columbia,  S.  C.  Pro¬ 
fession:  Attorney.  Petty  Qlficer,  U.  S.  Navy  Seabees. 
Also  Associated  with  British  Purchasing  Commission 
before  Pearl  Harbor.  Son  of  Leonora  Mauldin  Dowl¬ 
ing  and  the  late  Hon.  Geddes  Grafton  Dowling  I. 
His  Grandfather  was  William  Hamilton  Dowling, 
whose  antecedents  were  James  Theophilus  Dowling, 
John  (Jabez)  Dowling,  fames  Dowling  and  Robert 
Dowling  II.  (Brother  of  Geddes  Grafton  D.  II,  listed 
above.) 

JOEL  FRAMPTON  DOWLING.  Born  October  27, 
1914,  at  Taylors,  S.  C.  Attended  school  at  Greenwood 
and  Spartanburg,  S.  C„  and  Wofford  College.  Married 
former  Dovie  Fain  of  Spartanburg,  S.  C.;  children; 
Marcia  Diane.  Entered  U.  S.  Navy  in  1937.  Chief  Petty 
Ollicer  (M.  M.)  serving  on  Flagship  Argonne,  U.  S. 
Vulcan  and  Destroyer  Pruitt.  Service  included  sup¬ 
port  of  North  African  Invasion,  anti-submarine  war¬ 


fare  in  North  Atlantic  and  many  engagements  with 
Japanese  while  attached  to  Pacific  Fleet.  Various  em¬ 
blems  of  credit.  Son  of  Mattie  Miller  Dowling  and 
(Hon.  Col.)  Joel  Frampton  Dowling,  Sr.  His  Grand¬ 
father  was  William  Hamilton  Dowling,  whose  ante¬ 
cedents  were  James  Theophilus  Dowling,  John  (Jabez) 
Dowling,  James  Dowling  and  Robert  Dowling  II. 

JOHN  C.  DOWLING  II.  Born  at  Brunson,  S.  C.  At¬ 
tended  school  at  Brunson.  Entered  U.  S.  Navy  May, 
1942,  became  Lieutenant,  S.  G.,  and  Communications 
Ollicer,  Caribbean  Area.  Business:  Retailing.  Resi¬ 
dence:  Brunson.  (Ollicial  of  Dowling  Family  Assn.) 
Son  of  John  C.  Dowling,  I.  His  Grandfather  was 
Oliver  Perry  Dowling  (brother  of  James  Theophilus 
Dowling),  whose  antecedents  were  John  (Jabez)  Dowl¬ 
ing,  James  Dowling  and  Robert  Dowling  II. 

JULIAN  DOWLING.  Born  at  Fairfax.  Attended 
school  at  Fairfax.  Resides  in  North  Carolina.  Second 
Lieutenant  U.  S.  Army  Air  Force.  Son  of  Essie  Sulli¬ 
van  Dowling  and  Benjamin  Wyman  Dowling.  His 
Grandfather  was  Oliver  Perry  Dowling  (brother  of 
James  Theophilus  Dowling),  whose  antecedents  were 
John  (Jabez)  Dowling,  James  Dowling  and  Robert 
Dowling  II.  (See  brothers,  also  listed  on  plaque.) 

MARION  MILLER  DOWLING.  Born  July  23,  1920, 
at  Greenwood,  S.  C.  Attended  Greemvood  and  Spar¬ 
tanburg  schools  and  The  Citadel  and  Wofford  Col¬ 
lege.  Married  former  dementia  Shanks  of  Selma,  Ala.; 
children,  Martha  Lamar.  First  Lieutenant  U.  S.  Army, 
now  with  Army  of  Occupation  in  Germany.  Entered 
service  June,  1942,  sent  to  Panama  Canal  Zone  and 
after  return  for  advanced  training,  attached  to  71st 
Division  in  France.  Participated  in  numerous  battles 
including  push  through  Maginot  and  Siegfried  Lines 
and,  on  V-E  Day  was  with  Easternmost  element  of 
ground  forces  in  enemy  territory— making  600  mile 
advance  on  foot  without  basic  rest.  Son  of  Mattie 
Miller  Dowling  and  Joel  Frampton  Dowling,  Sr.  His 
Grandfather  was  William  Hamilton  Dowling,  whose 
antecedents  were  James  Theophilus  Dowling,  John 
(Jabez)  Dowling,  James  Dowling  and  Robert  Dowling 
II.  (Brother  of  Joel  F'rampton  IT,  listed  above.) 

MOYE  CLIFTON  DOWLING  II.  Born  March  12, 
1906,  at  Augusta,  Ga.  Attended  school  tit  Augusta,  Ga., 
Fairfax  and  Greenville,  S.  C.,  also  The  Citadel. 
Second  Lieutenant,  IJ.  S.  Army  Coast  Artillery.  Son  of 
Maude  W.  Dowling  and  Moye  Clifton  Dowling  I  (see 
father’s  name  also  on  plaque).  His  Grandfather  was 
Decanie  Dexter  Dowling,  whose  antecedents  were 
James  Theophilus  Dowling,  John  (Jabez)  Dowling, 
James  Dowling  and  Robert  Dowling  II. 

NED  JEFFERSON  DOWLING.  Born  April  21,  1915, 
at  Brunson,  S.  C.  Attended  school  at  Brunson  and 
Orlando,  Fla.  Married  former  Ruth  O’l.erry;  chil¬ 
dren,  Evelyn  Ann.  Served  throughout  war  in  U.  S. 
Navy.  Son  of  Edith  Barker  Dowling  and  Abram  D. 
Dowling.  His  Grandfather  was  Oliver  Perry  Dowling 
(brother  of  James  Theophilus  Dowling),  whose  ante¬ 
cedents  were  John  (Jabez)  Dowling,  James  Dowling 
and  Robert  Dowling  II.  (See  brothers  also  listed  on 
plaque.) 
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OLIVER  DOW  UNO.  Horn  at  Fairfax,  S.  C.  Attended 
school  at  Fairfax.  Resides  in  North  Carolina.  Non- 
Comni.  Officer  U.  S.  Army,  European  Theatre,  based 
in  Ireland.  Son  of  Essie  Sullivan  Dowling  and  Benja¬ 
min  Wyman  Dowling.  His  Grandfather  was  Oliver 
Perry  Dowling  (brother  of  James  Theophilus  Dowl¬ 
ing),  whose  antecedents  were  John  (Jabcz)  Dowling, 
James  Dowling  and  Robert  Dowling  II. 

WILLIAM  li.  DOWLING.  Born  at  Brunson,  S.  C. 
Attended  school  at  Brunson.  Married  former  Tena 
Hodman.  Olfieer  U.  S.  Army,  European  Theatre,  based 
in  England.  Soji  of  Edith  Barker  Dowling  and  Abram 
1).  Dowling.  I  (is  Grandfather  was  Oliver  Perry  Dowl¬ 
ing  (brother  of  James  Theophilus  Dowling),  -whose 
antecedents  were  John  (Jabcz)  Dowling,  James  Dowl¬ 
ing  and  Robert  Dowling  II. 

WILSON  DOWLING.  Born  at  Fairfax,  S.  C.  Attend¬ 
ed  school  at  Fairfax.  Resides  in  North  Carolina.  Non- 
Conun.  Olliccr,  U.  S.  Army  Air  Force,  based  in  Eng¬ 
land  and  fought  in  European  Theatre  battles.  Son  of 
Essie  Sullivan  Dowling  and  Benjamin  Wyman  Dowl¬ 
ing.  His  Grandfather  was  Oliver  Perry  Dowling 
(brother  of  James  Theophilus  Dowling),  whose  ante¬ 
cedents  were  John  (Jabcz)  Dowling,  James  Dowling 
and  Robert  Dowling  II. 

EDWARD  HAWTHORNE  FLUKER.  Born  June  9, 
1929,  at  Atlanta,  Ga.  Attended  school  at  St.  Peters¬ 
burg.  Fla.  Unmarried.  Petty  Ollicer,  U.  S.  Navy.  Served 
in  Pacific  Theatre.  Son  of  Hattie  Dowling  Fluker  and 
Edward  Hawthorne  Fluker,  Sr.  His  Grandfather  was 
Decanie  D.  Dowling,  whose  antecedents  were  James 
Theophilus  Dowling,  John  (Jabez)  Dowling,  James 
Dowling  and  Robert  Dowling  II. 

BROOKS  DOWLING  HARRISON.  (Listed  as  Brooks 
Dowling  on  the  plaque.)  Born  December  13,  192b,  at 
Brunson,  S.  C.  Attended  school  at  Brunson.  Served 
throughout  war  with  U.  S.  Naval  Air  Corps  as  Petty 
Officer  (M.  M.).  Son  of  Edith  Dowling  Harrison  and 
John  Gary  Evans  Harrison  I.  His  Grandfather  was 
John  C.  Dowling,  Sr.,  whose  antecedents  were  Oliver 
Perry  Dowling  (brother  of  James  Theophilus  Dowl¬ 
ing).  John  (Jabcz)  Dowling,  James  Dowling  and  Rob¬ 
ert  Dowling  II.  (See  brothers  listed  below.) 

JOHN  GARY  EVANS  HARRISON  II.  Born  Febru¬ 
ary  4,  1919,  at  Brunson,  S.  C.  Attended  school  at  Clcm- 
son  College.  IJ.  S.  Marine  Corps.  Son  of  Edith 
Dowling  Harrison  and  John  Gary  Evans  Harrison  I. 
His  Grandfather  was  John  C.  Dowling,  Sr.,  whose  an¬ 
tecedents  were  Oliver  Perry  Dowling  (brother  of 
James  Theophilus  Dowling),  John  (Jabcz.)  Dowling, 
James  Dowling  and  Robert  Dowling  II. 

RALPH  MARION  HARRISON.  Born  March  11, 
i«)2i,  at  Brunson,  S.  C.  Attended  school  at  Univ.  of 
South  Carolina.  Sgt.  U.  S.  Army.  Son  of  Edith  Dowl¬ 
ing  Harrison  and  John  Gary  Evans  Harrison  I.  His 
Grandfather  was  John  G.  Dowling,  Sr.,  whose  ante¬ 
cedents  were  Oliver  Perry  Dowling  (brother  of 
James  Theophilus  Dowling),  John  (Jabez)  Dowling. 
|ame.s  Dowling  and  Robert  Dowling  II.  (See  brothers 
listed  above.) 


BEN  FRANKLIN  HAY.  Born  April  12,  1909,  at 
Knoxville,  Tcnn.  Attended  Military  Institute,  Tupelo, 
Miss.,  and  Young  Harris  College,  Ga.  Profession: 
Journalist.  U.  S.  Army  Transportation  Corps.,  First 
Engineer,  Small  Ships  Branch,  Pacific  Theatre.  Mar¬ 
ried  former  Lucy  Bruce  of  Atlanta,  Ga.;  no  children. 
Son  of  Alma  De  Loach  Hay  and  late  James  W.  Hay. 
His  Grandmother  was  Mcllie  Dowling  De  Loach, 
whose  antecedents  were  James  Theophilus  Dowling, 
John  (Jabez)  Dowling,  James  Dowling  and  Robert 
Dowling  II. 

MAURICE  DOWLING  IIIERS.  Born  September  5, 
191(1,  at  Columbia,  S.  C.  Attended  school  at  Waycross, 
Ga.,  and  Clcmson  College.  Married  former  Jeanne 
Purdom  of  Blackshear,  Ga.;  no  children.  Profession: 
Teaching.  Captain  U.  S.  Army.  Began  service  August, 
1941.  Served  in  Pacific  Theatre  and  engaged  in  cari¬ 
ous  operations  including  Okinawa  Invasion.  Twice 
commended  for  action  on  battlefield.  Ordnance  Spe¬ 
cialist.  Son  of  Jamesina  Dowling  Weems  and  Maurice 
Earl  Weems  (Maurice  assumed  name  of  Hiers  out  of 
family  devotion  to  Annie  Dowling  Hiers  and  John  S. 
Hiers— his  Aunt  and  Uncle.)  His  Grandfather  was 
John  V.  Dowling,  whose  antecedents  were  James  Theo¬ 
philus  Dowling,  John  (Jabez)  Dowling,  James  Dowl¬ 
ing  and  Robert  Dowling  II.  (See  brother,  James  Acton 
Weems,  listed  below.) 

JOSEPH  KEITH  EAR.  Born  at  Hampton,  S.  C.  At¬ 
tended  school  at  Hampton.  Sgt.  U.  S.  Army.  Son  of 
Susannah  Rosier  Kelehear  and  Zacharius  T.  Kelehcar. 
His  Grandmother  was  Clementine  Dowling  Rosier, 
whose  antecedents  were  William  Madison  Dowling 
(brother  of  James  Theophilus  Dowling),  John  (Jabez) 
Dowling,  James  Dowling  and  Robert  Dowling  II. 

JOHN  ALLEN  MILES  II.  Born  May  4,  1927,  at  Ashe¬ 
ville,  N.  C.  Attended  Porter  Military  Academy  and 
Glemson  College.  Unmarried.  Entered  U.  S.  Navy  in 
July,  1944.  Son  of  Susie  E.  Tuten  Miles  and  John 
Allen  Miles  I.  His  Grandfather  was  South  wood  Walter 
Tuten,  whose  antecedents  were  Susan  Dowling  Tuten, 
James  Theophilus  Dowling,  John  (Jabez)  Dowling, 
James  Dowling  and  Robert  Dowling  II. 

WILLIAM  E.  MIXSON.  Born  October  28,  1924,  at 
Allendale,  S.  C.  Attended  school  at  Allendale  and  Wof¬ 
ford  College.  Unmarried.  Serv  ed  as  Sea.  2.C.,  U.  S.  Navy, 
Pacific  and  European  Theatres.  Son  of  Nonie  Dowl¬ 
ing  Mixson  and  M.  C.  Mixson.  His  Grandfather  was 
Decanie  Dexter  Dowling,  whose  antecedents  were 
James  Theophilus  Dowling,  John  (Jabez)  Dowling, 
James  Dowling  and  Robert  Dowling  II. 

★  HEBER  NETTLES  II.  Born  November  21,  1923. 
Attended  Univ.  of  Tennessee.  Resided  at  Charleston, 
S.  C.  Entered  U.  S.  Army  Infantry  at  outbreak  of  war. 
Died  in  action,  October  2 5,  1944,  European  Theatre, 
while  attached  to  3rd  Army  having  served  in  North 
African,  Italian  and  South  France  campaigns.  Son  of 
Stella  Nellies  and  Hebei-  Nellies  1.  His  Grandmother 
was  Laura  De  Loach  Nellies,  whose  antecedents  were 
Mcllie  Dowling  De  Loach,  James  Theophilus  Dowl 
mg,  John  (Jabez)  Dowling,  James  Dowling  and  Rob¬ 
ert  Dowling  II. 


9 


?,  nil.  \  bm,  n-tiH  ; .  iUoU  •»»«<'/.  oi  itoiitiwh  yli*i-  ; 
[|(  '*/  «»<!>.  I  .mlKH'l  .If  A  • ! '  1 77  ‘ 


r,  ,J  ’  -  •  '  ■  '  '  1  '  ■'*  ’ 

I  :  .(,'•)  ./■••.( 1  )  i  h .dM  I-  l.  >init\n  i',1.  .  ' 


Vt>'A  y.  H  >.i  i  ••!•/•••  u\  MH  ■  ■  :'l  ■>,)  I,!. 

•j-r-ivi  «j»t  ’  ■  •  1 1 r  ■  ’ r .  n  ,«mi'  <»oQ  •  ) 

L  -i  -(,<’!  (Vj  •.!;;!)  r : '  ;viiiwU  *  —  ■>;».! 

.i i  1'ui!  .  n  i  "  i"  >;  •"’>  • " '  .. 

•  i  . .  ■  thUh  )•/■)■/-  r  :t».T  .11  !.!  '  *  -:i  ‘  ' 

.ti:/.  I.-  i  uljilO  *i.  :i»>i  i!  (•••'  '  •  *  >  i  r-  ;  1 

uv' ' . .  fJi  > i j  •  wi  yo  ■<'.  ■  >v 

i  , , 1 1 s«ttj- *•  •  I  1  «-  -HU.  1  ,  '*!.••  •<«  „•  ‘  1  '  : 

,i  |  1,111  him<v/i>M  H-Jim  !  ('•J.lti'j)  '"'‘'l  •<«»' 


,/;i  iv/oa  /<  -Miw 

n.  '  •! i  ib-  •»  '  !> ' 

hr.  kuibn.ll 

,1;,  i,  ^u  '.woU  •  u  !  4;i i  -  '  i  »  '■  i  :  ,1! 

,,,b< *  <;  •  »  >  <  •  ’*■  tVl  1  1 1!- 

.1  t  vu;H  •>nrv  -I  -w  •  ( 

n;  .  n  *  <i  . .  f  . >  >'  "■  f  -‘in; :  i  ■  c.w 

I  ,  TwiKrul^  jjuiK'i  >  l  >  i  •*)  >  *'" '•}  yi  'U  «-•  »»' 

,M  (1  :l  I).  1  7  ><’  :‘!J  >i:  • 

a  nil  70(1  u  <k,V  bill.  wiii-.Mtl  ;{ 

,  /bif.l/,  nujfl  VfOVI  5! >f/.f i  WMt  M  *1*1.1/  '4 
jo  /nib  i»:  Iboiti*  b>)  nMA  '  ?  ■> ■■xunm.i  ns  .i-.i  * 

, ;  l  .!  i  ),:i  ti:.  .  ,*it  ■'  '  ■ '  hi  i  l-'ffi;  n  ,  1 1  i)  :  -  i 

Ml|  ■;/  i  (vnJi.'l  i  ,<J' U,1  iM>'  l  -  iji ■  l  .(>►  ''i  '‘'"n'M 

,,  „  ,1  •  ,  !  -I.U  I  li  »<••»•!  bill  Ivy  •  I  '  "m  I 


★  HEBER  NETTLES  II 


•i  i  t1.!/  * 


ROBER I  LEE  NETTLES  I.  Born  October  3,  1894. 
Residence:  Waycross,  Ga.  Entered  U.  S.  Army  during 
World  War  I  and  participated  in  Argonne  and  other 
offensives.  Continuing  in  service  rose  to  rank  of  Major 
in  World  War  II.  Son  of  Laura  De  L.  Nettles  and 
Charles  C.  Nettles.  His  Grandmother  was  Mellie  Dowl¬ 
ing  De  Loach,  whose  antecedents  were  James  Theo- 
philus  Dowling,  John  (Jabez)  Dowling,  James 
Dowling  and  Robert  Dowling  II. 

ROBER  E  LEE  NETTLES  II.  Born  August  sfi, 
1921.  Served  in  U.  S.  Navy  Q.  M.  Corps.  Son  of  Major 
Robert  Lee  Nettles  I.  His  Grandmother  was  Laura 
De  Loach  Nettles,  whose  antecedents  were  Mellie 
Dowling  De  Loach,  James  Theophilus  Dowling,  John 
(Jabez)  Dowling,  James  Dowling  and  Robert  Dowl- 
ing  II. 

ARCHIE  NIX.  (Brother  of  John  Nix,  who  also  is 
believed  to  have  served  in  World  War  II  but  on  whom 
no  data  were  received.)  Born  at  Brunson.  Entered 
U.  S.  Navy  as  Seaman,  1  si  Class.  He  is  son  of  Maude 
Nix  and  John  Nix.  His  Grandmother  was  Aimee 
Dowling  Nix,  whose  antecedents  were  Oliver  Perry 
Dowling  (brother  of  James  Theophilus  Dowling), 
John  (Jabez)  Dowling,  James  Dowling  and  Robert 
Dowling  II. 

HENRY  LAMAR  NIX.  Born  August  18,  1924,  at  Brun¬ 
son.  U.  S.  Navy  Seaman,  1st  Class.  He  is  the  son  of 
Beulah  Slopes  Nix  and  Thomas  Jefferson  Nix  I.  His 
Grandmother  was  Aimee  Dowling  Nix,  whose  ante¬ 
cedents  were  Oliver  Perry  Dowling  (brother  of  James 
Theophilus  Dowling),  John  (Jabez)  Dowling,  James 
Dowling  and  Robert  Dowling  II.  (See  brother,  listed 
below.) 

★  THOMAS  JEFFERSON  NIX  II.  Born  December 
12,  1919,  at  Brunson,  S.  C.  Attended  school  at  Univ. 
of  South  Carolina.  First  Lieutenant  U.  S.  Army  Air 
Force.  While  serving  as  Group  Navigator  with  the 
95th  Air  Group  in  a  mission  over  Germany  he  was 
reported  missing  in  action  July  28,  1943  and  reported 
as  dead  on  July  28,  1944.  Air  Medal,  Two  Oak  Leaf 
Clusters,  Distinguished  Flying  Cross,  Purple  Heart 
(awarded  to  Mother).  Son  of  Beulah  Slopes  Nix  and 
Thomas  Jclferson  Nix  1.  His  Grandmother  was  Aimee 
Dowling  Nix,  whose  antecedents  were  Oliver  Perry 
Dowling  (brother  of  James  Theophilus  Dowling), 
John  (Jabez)  Dowling,  James  Dowling  and  Robert 
Dowling  II. 

JOHN  FRANKLIN  PATRICK.  Born  May  13,  1927, 
at  Atlanta,  Ca.  Attended  school  in  Atlanta.  Unmar¬ 
ried.  Entered  service  July,  1945.  U.  S.  Army.  Stationed 
at  Camp  Robinson,  Ark.  Son  of  Viola  Dowling  Pat¬ 
rick  and  John  franklin  Patrick.  1 1  is  Grandfather  was 
Oliver  Perry  Dowling  (brother  ol  James  Theophilus 
Dowling),  whose  antecedents  were  John  (Jabez) 
Dowling,  James  Dowling  and  Robert  Dowling  II. 

LOUIS  F.  POOLE  II.  Born  May  3,  1927,  at  St.  Peters¬ 
burg,  Fla.  Attended  school  in  St.  Petersburg.  Unmar¬ 
ried.  Began  service  with  U.  S.  Navy  July,  1915.  Sta¬ 
tioned  at  Great  Lakes,  III.  Son  ol  Sue  Dowling  Poole 
and  Louis  F.  Poole  1.  His  Grandlalhcr  is  Moye  C. 


Dowling  I,  whose  antecedents  were  Decanie  Dexter 
Dowling,  James  Theophilus  Dowling,  John  (Jabez) 
Dowling,  James  Dowling  and  Robert  Dowling  II. 

WILLIAM  J.  SPEAKS  II.  Born  at  Fairfax,  S.  C.  At¬ 
tended  school  at  Fairfax.  First  Lieutenant  U.  S.  Army 
in  European  Theatre.  Son  of  Richardine  Folk  Dowling 
Speaks  and  William  J.  Speaks  I.  His  Grandmother 
teas  Emma  Dowling  Speaks,  whose  antecedents  were 
fames  Theophilus  Dowling,  John  (Jabez)  Dowling, 
James  Dowling  and  Robert  Dowling  II.  (Edward  F. 
Speaks,  a  brother,  is  believed  to  have  served  in  U.  S. 
Army  as  a  Non-Comm.  Olliccr  in  the  Railway  Opera¬ 
tions  Unit  in  the  European  Theatre  but  no  direct 
confirmation  received  in  time  to  include  name  on 
plaque.) 

PHILIP  TERRY  II.  Served  in  U.  S.  Navy  Scabces, 
Pacific  Theatre.  Son  of  Ronella  Kelehcar  Terry  (sister 
of  Joseph  Kelchear  listed  on  plaque)  and  Philip  Terry 
1.  1 1  is  Grandmother  was  Susannah  Rosier  Kelehcar, 
whose  antecedents  were  Clementine  Dowling  Rosier, 
William  Madison  Dowling  (brother  of  James  Theo¬ 
philus  Dowling),  John  (Jabez)  Dowling,  James  Dowl¬ 
ing  and  Robert  Dowling  II. 

RALI’HEAL  TERRY.  Served  in  U.  S.  Army  as  Sgt., 
European  Theatre.  Son  of  Ronella  Kelehcar  Terry 
and  Philip  Terry  I  (brother  of  Philip  Terry  II,  listed 
above).  His  Grandmother  was  Susannah  Rosier  Kcle- 
hear,  whose  antecedents  were  Clementine  Dowling 
Rosier,  William  Madison  Dowling  (brother  of  James 
Theophilus  Dowling),  John  (Jabez)  Dowling,  James 
Dowling  and  Robert  Dowling  II. 

BOYCE  HOPKINS  TUTEN.  Born  February  5,  1919, 
at  Greenville,  S.  C.  Attended  school  at  Greenville  and 
also  Panama  City,  Fla.,  and  Furman  University.  Un¬ 
married.  Profession:  Teaching.  Served  in  U.  S.  Navy 
from  July  4,  1942,  as  Lieutenant,  S.  G.,  in  Pacific 
Theatre.  Son  of  Mattie  Dowling  Tuten  and  Frank 
Tuten.  His  Grandmother  was  Susan  Dowling  Tuten, 
whose  antecedents  were  James  Theophilus  Dowling, 
John  (Jabez)  Dowling,  James  Dowling  and  Robert 
Dowling  II.  (See  brother,  listed  below.) 

HAROLD  TUTEN.  Born  January  21,  1924,  at  Fur¬ 
man,  S.  C.  Attended  school  in  Furman.  Unmarried. 
Entered  service  from  school  in  June  1942  and  became 
B.  M.  in  U.  S.  Navy.  Saw  action  in  Pacific  Theatre. 
Son  of  Mattie  Dowling  Tuten  and  Frank  Tuten. 
(Brother  of  Boyce,  listed  above.)  His  Grandmother 
was  Susan  Dowling  Tuten,  whose  antecedents  were 
James  Theophilus  Dowling,  John  (Jabez)  Dowling, 
James  Dowling  and  Robert  Dowling  II. 

HENRY  ASA  TUTEN.  Born  September  25,  1911,  at 
Furman.  S.  G.  Attended  school  in  Furman.  Married 
former  Mary  Scarborough;  children,  one  son.  Business: 
Labor  Union  Official.  Petty  Officer,  U.  S.  Navy,  serv¬ 
ing  in  Pacific  Theatre  beginning  in  1914.  Son  of  Gleo 
S.  Tuten  and  Cleveland  I  ulen.  Ilis  ( .1  andmol her  was 
Susan  Dowling  Tulrii,  whose  antecedents  were  James 
Theophilus  Dowling,  John  (Jabez)  Dowling,  James 
Dowling  and  Robert  Dowling  11. 
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★  THOMAS  JEFFERSON  NIX  II 


JAMES  ACTON  WEEMS.  Born  July  30,  1922,  at 
Columbia,  S.  C.  Attended  school  in  Columbia.  Mar¬ 
ried  former  Vera  Summerfield  of  Warrington,  Eng¬ 
land;  children,  James  David.  Business:  Life  Insur¬ 
ance.  Non-Comm.  Officer,  U.  S.  Army  Air  Corps. 
Engine  Specialist,  serving  in  European  Theatre.  Be¬ 
gan  service  February,  1942.  Son  of  Jamesina  Dowling 
Weems  and  Maurice  Earl  Weems.  His  Grandfather 
was  John  V.  Dowling,  whose  antecedents  were  James 
Theophilus  Dowling,  John  (Jabez)  Dowliitg,  James 
Dowling  and  Robert  Dowling  II. 

JAMES  I.  WEST.  Born  June  28,  1920,  at  Greenville, 
S.  G.  Attended  school  at  St.  Petersburg,  Fla.  Married 
former  Jacqueline  Cooper  of  St.  Petersburg;  children, 
Carey  Lance.  Entered  U.  S.  Army  as  volunteer  July, 
1939,  and  served  in  Canal  Zone  with  Infantry.  In  De¬ 
cember,  1943,  transferred  temporarily  to  Air  Service, 
later  becoming  Captain  in  Infantry.  Severely  wounded 
in  action;  Purple  Heart  and  Citations.  He  is  the  son 
of  the  late  Addie  Dowling  West  and  the  late  Charles 
1).  West,  Sr.  His  Grandfather  was  William  Hamilton 


Dowling,  whose  antecedents  were  James  Theophilus 
Dowling,  John  (Jabez)  Dowling,  James  Dowling  and 
Robert  Dowling  II. 

EDWARD  TATE  ZEIGLER.  Born  November  9, 
1924,  Fairfax  S.  C.  Attended  school  at  Fairfax.  Sgt. 
U.  S.  Army  Transportation  Corps,  beginning  June 
1943.  Sixteen  months  overseas,  based  in  England.  Son 
of  Maude  Speaks  Zeigler  and  E.  A.  Zeigler.  1 1  is  Grand¬ 
mother  was  Emma  Dowling  Speaks,  whose  antecedents 
were  James  Theophilus  Dowling,  John  (Jabez)  Dowl¬ 
ing,  James  Dowling  and  Robert  Dowling  II.  (See 
brother  listed  below.) 

MARION  ZEIGLER.  Born  February  20,  192b,  Fairfax, 
S.  C.  Attended  school  at  Fairfax.  'Fech.  4 ill  Grade 
(Radar)  U.  S.  Army  Air  Force,  beginning  June  1944. 
Son  of  Maude  Speaks  Zeigler  and  E.  A.  Zeigler.  (Broth¬ 
er  of  Edward,  listed  above.)  His  Grandmother  was 
Emma  Dowling  Speaks,  whose  antecedents  were  James 
Theophilus  Dowling,  John  (Jabez)  Dowling,  James 
Dowling  and  Robert  Dowling  II. 


A  SHORT  SKETCH  OF  DOWLING  FAMILY  HISTORY 

(The  following  notes  are  but  introductory  comments  to  Dowling  family  history— a  history  which  deserves  record¬ 
ing  and  which,  under  the  leadership  of  Mrs.  Beulah  B.  Dowling,  may  become  available  in  future  years.  In  the 
interest  of  accuracy  it  should  be  observed  that  much  obscurity  surrounds  the  early  times  of  the  Dowling  family 
—an  obscurity  not  made  easier  to  penetrate  and  clarify  by  the  ravages  of  wars,  fires,  untimely  deaths  of  learned  and 
informed  elder  members  of  the  current  generation  of  Dowlings.  So  far  as  is  known  no  statement  is  given  below  but 
which  can  be  authenticated;  however,  space  limitations  prevent  citation  of  all  reference  sources.— M.D.T.) 


One  of  the  traditions  as  to  the  origin  of  the  Dowl¬ 
ing  family  in  America— at  least  of  that  branch  which 
is  represented  in  the  South  Carolina  reunion  group— 
is  that  there  came  together  to  the  Colonies  three  Dowl¬ 
ing  brothers.  One  of  these  brothers  arrived  in  Virginia, 
another  landed  in  Carolina  and  a  third  set  up  in 
western  Virginia,  Pennsylvania. 

In  1674,  the  will  of  one  Mathew  Dowling  of  Charles¬ 
ton,  S.  G.,  was  proved.  By  this  will  the  estate  was  left 
to  a  Captain  O’Sullivan,  first  Surveyer-Gcncral  of 
South  Carolina.  In  1(171,  the  Grand  Council  gave  one 
Joseph  Dowling  (Dowtleu)  liberty  “to  go  to  Barbadocs 
to  belter  manage  his  extensive  allairs.”  In  1G59,  one 
Hugh  Dowling  (Dowding)  bought  land  in  Upper 
Machodich  Neck,  Stafford  County,  Va.  (One  Hugh 
Dowling  (Dulin)  died,  in  1680,  in  Maryland,  leaving 
valuable  property.  I11  1 G97,  one  James  Dowling  of  St. 
Mary’s  County,  Maryland,  successfully  engaged  in  a 
suit  for  damages  in  a  breach  of  contract  action.  One 
William  Dowling  (Dowlin)  was  a  Corporal  in  Talbot 
County  in  the  same  state  from  1694  to  1697.  In  Penn¬ 
sylvania  in  a  record  of  1(185  appears  the  name  of  Philip 
Dowling  (Doling)  and  other  early  records  in  that  state 
refer  to  various  Dowlings— one  of  which  arrived  from 
Wales,  by  way  of  Bristol  in  1G85.  Richard,  Elizabeth, 
Murdock,  George,  John,  James  and  William  are  the 
Christian  names  of  many  early  Virginia,  Maryland  and 
Pennsylvania  Dowlings. 


It  is  my  belief  that  the  Robert  Dowling  line  which 
we  honor,  memorialize  and  from  which  we  are  directly 
descended  was  originated  here  through  Fr.  (Framp- 
ton)  Dowling  who  arrived  in  Virginia  August  1,  1 G4 3 
— over  three  hundred  years  ago. 

Fr.  Dowling  was  eighth  on  the  list  of  passengers 
with  Captain  Samuel  Matthews.,  who  sailed  from  Bris¬ 
tol  Channel  ports  with  numerous  colonists.  In  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  practice  of  the  time  Captain  Matthews 
received  a  large  tract  of  land  (4,000  acres)  lor  bringing 
over  colonists  and  Fr.  Dowling  look  adjacent  land  as 
a  grant  from  the  Crown.  The  Matthews  tract  was  on 
the  North  side  of  the  Rappahannock  River,  was 
bounded  on  the  West  by  Cassawomac  Creek,  on  the 
South  by  the  head  of  the  Wiccomocco  River  and 
the  Rappahannock  River  and  on  the  East  by  the 
main  bay  of  the  Chesapeake  (see  Patent  Book  No.  1, 
p.  882  recorded  by  Sir  John  Harvey).  This  region,  in 
1G43,  was  a  virtual  wilderness— the  first  colonists  com¬ 
ing  to  this  point  about  1G34.  By  1G52  it  was  well  set¬ 
tled.  Fr.  Dowling  came  between  those  two  periods. 
T  his  section  is  today  Lancaster  County,  Virginia. 

It  was  but  a  few  miles  north  by  water— the  only 
means  of  communication— to  St.  Mary’s,  in  Maryland, 
the  area  next  settled,  where  many  records  refer  to 
Dowlings  of  a  generation  or  so  later.  Some  of  the 
children  of  Fr.  Dowling,  finding  the  original  lands 
taken  up,  might  have  moved  up  on  the  next  neck  of 
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land  into  what  is  today  Maryland.  Others  might  have 
moved  westward.  A  Robert  Dowling  is  referred  to  in 
the  record  of  Augusta  County,  Virginia  (in  Volume  I, 
p.  174)  about  the  year  1700.  One  Jeremiah  Dowling 
is  referred  to  in  the  same  Virginia  records  (in  Volume 
II,  pp.  316-329)  under  date  of  1795  and  1798— long 
after  Robert  Dowling  II  (from  whom  our  group  traces 
its  descent)  is  known  to  have  settled  or,  at  least  moved, 
to  South  Carolina. 

This  is  my  explanation  of  the  “three  brothers”  leg¬ 
end.  Indeed,  I  find  no  conflict  with  this  explanation 
and  another  tradition  that  Robert  Dowling  I  with 
a  small  child  or  children  came  to  Virginia  from 
“Wales.”  Prior  to  about  1750,  it  was  common  for  most 
colonists  to  speak  of  their  across- the- water  origins  and 
not  of  some  little  known,  sparsely-settled  community 
which  would  not  be  known  to  other  colonists.  There¬ 
fore  I  conclude  that  Robert  Dowling  I  was  born  in 
Virginia  of  a  line  settling  there  earlier,  originating  in 
Wales  or  embarking  from  Bristol  Channel  ports— 
major  points  of  exodus  for  Welsh,  English,  and  Irish 
colonists  bound  for  the  new  world.  Also  I  conclude 
there  is  a  strong  possibility  that  Fr.  Dowling  was  the 
original  ancestor  in  America  of  the  Robert  Dowling 
line. 

When  Fr.  Dowling  arrived,  hailing  possibly  from 
old  “Frampton”  in  the  Wales-England  border  region, 
there  were  only  about  15,000  whites  left  in  the  Vir¬ 
ginia  communities  following  the  second  bloody  In¬ 
dian  Massacre  of  1643-1644.  These  few  whites  in¬ 
cluded  however  all  classes— nobility  and  gentry,  yeo¬ 
manry,  indentured  servants  and  some  who  were  pur¬ 
posely  devoid  of  identity.  There  were  very  disturbed 
conditions  in  England,  Wales  and  Ireland  about  this 
time,  not  the  least  of  which  were  those  arising  from 
religious  and  the  Parliamentary-Crown  struggles. 

That  the  religious  faith  of  most  of  the  Dowlings 
who  are  descended  from  the  Lancaster,  Virginia-Robert 
Dowling  lines  is  strongly  Protestant  (and  Non-Con¬ 
formist)  suggests  that  the  historic  ties  of  the  very 
ancient  Dowling  name  in  Ireland  may  have  been 
broken  some  time  before  the  family  came  to  America. 
As  is  well  known  many  Welsh  and  English  adventurers 
were  given  lands  in  Ireland  by  Oliver  Cromwell  and 
his  aides  during  the  period  1640-1660  (see  J.  O’Harts 
Pedigrees,  Volume  2,  p.  698  for  Dowlings  so  listed). 
Possibly  our  lines  come  down  from  Welshmen  who 
went  to  Ireland,  returned  to  Wales,  and  then  jour¬ 
neyed  to  the  new  world.  We  know,  for  example,  that 
both  sons  of  Robert  Dowling  by  his  marriage  to  Sarah 
Guinn  chose  wives  who  were  Welsh— the  daughters 
of  Burtonhead  Boutwell  of  the  distinguished  Virginia 
and  Carolina  family. 

Here  it  may  be  well  to  state  again,  some  of  the 
fads  detailed  in  connection  with  the  biographical 
sketches  ol  Robert  Dowling,  ol  William,  John  and 
James  the  children  o!  Kohetl,  ol  James'  son,  John 
(|.il>c/)  and  ol  John's  son,  James  Thcophillis  l)owl 
tug  —  as  an  aid  in  tracing  descent  in  reading  the 
sketches.  Robert  Dowling  11  came  (without  his  lather 
Robert  Dowling  I)  from  Virginia  to  settle  near  the 
present  town  of  Darlington,  S.  C.,  on  Jeffries  Creek. 
By  Robert  I  I  s  first  wife,  an  unknown  Virginian  who 
died  in  childbirth,  there  was  one  son,  William.  Wil¬ 


liam,  who  had  married  in  Virginia  to  a  Virginian  left 
numerous  descendants,  although  he  was  killed  in  the 
War  of  the  Revolution  by  the  Tories.  Before  his  death 
he  had  settled  in  old  Barnwell  District  of  S.  C. 
By  Robert  Dowling  II’s  marriage  to  Sarah  Guinn 
(sometimes  Gynn  or  Gyuin)  the  children  were  James, 
John,  Elizabeth,  Sarah  and  Millie.  The  plaque  names 
include  principally  those  of  the  line  of  James  and 
James'  son  John  (Jabez),  John  (Jabcz)’s  son  James 
1  heophilus  Dowling  and  collaterals.  Some  of  the 
descendants  of  the  original  John— son  of  Robert  II— 
are  included  in  the  plaque,  as  are  William  and  a  few 
of  his  line. 

A  general  note  has  been  prepared  aTtd  included 
with  the  plaque  sketches  of  the  lines  through  William 
and  the  original  John,  but  it  is  by  no  means  complete. 
It  has  been  stated  that  the  original  James  and  the 
original  John  married,  respectively,  Mary  and  Nancy 
Boutwell.  Historians  of  the  family  record  that  John 
remained  in  the  Darlington  area  but  that  most  of  his 
children  moved  to  Alabama  and  some  to  Mississippi. 

James  Dowling  and  Mary  (Polly)  Boutwell  also 
remained  in  Darlington  and  their  children  were  Wil¬ 
liam,  James,  John  (Jabez),  Willis,  Henry,  Sarah,  Mary 
and  Letitia.  (Note:  (James)  Jabez  Dowling,  shown  on 
the  plaque  is  apparently  descended  from  William 
Dowling  and,  in  any  event  is  not  to  be  confused  with 
John  (Jabez)  Dowling,  James'  son.)  It  is  through 
John  (Jabez),  who  married  Susan  Barns,  that  most  of 
the  names  shown  on  the  plaque  have  a  common  an¬ 
cestor.  John  (Jabez)  and  Susan  Barns  Dowling’s  chil¬ 
dren  included  James  Thcophilus  (eldest),  Madison, 
Jefferson,  Elbert,  Oliver  Perry,  Renie,  Hettie,  Julia, 
Mary  and  Eli/a.  These  children  were  all  born  in  Prince 
William  Parish  of  old  Beaufort  District  as,  about  1807, 
their  parents  and  several  of  their  father’s  brothers 
and  sisters  had  taken  residence  in  the  “low  country.” 

James  Theophilus  Dowling,  my  grandfather,  mar¬ 
ried  Mary  A.  Long  and  their  children  were  Rev.  Wil¬ 
liam  Hamilton  Dowling,  John  Virgil  Dowling,  Lucius 
Rhctt  Dowling,  Decani  Dexter  Dowling,  Susan  D. 
Tutcn,  Orrie  D.  Rivers,  Mcllie  D.  De  Loach,  Emma 
1).  Speaks,  and  Annie  R.  Dowling  (unmarried).  The 
remainder  ol  the  lines  are  set  out  in  the  sketches. 

Despite  the  removals  to  the  low’  country  and  to 
Barnwell  District,  old  Darlington,  with  Hampton  of 
today,  may  be  regarded  as  the  Carolina  family  seats. 
Robert  Dowling  II  and  his  sons  were  instrumental  in 
establishing  the  old  Philadelphia  Church  in  Dar¬ 
lington— the  first  Methodist  Church  in  that  section. 
With  the  exception  of  those  who  moved  to  Beaufort 
District  most  of  the  family  in  South  Carolina  were 
Methodists.  Robert  Dowling  II  is  buried  in  a  private 
plot  across  the  road  from  the  original  site  of  the  first 
Philadelphia  Church  near  Darlington  (there  being  a 
later  church  built  on  a  new  site  Inti  taking  the  old 
name). 

\nd  that  is  the  story.  Taking  into  account  all  the 
known  l.uls  it  appeals  that  Robert  Dowling  I,  lather 
of  Robert  Dowling  11,  may  have  been  the  second  or 
the  third  generation  in  this  country.  We  do  not  know 
whether  the  original  settler  was  of  long  residence  in 
Wales  or  il  he  came  from  Ireland  or  Scotland  by  way 
of  Wales. 
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It  is  recalled  that  the  sea  channel  —  connecting 
Wales  and  England  and  Ireland— is  scarcely  more  than 
fifty  miles  wide  at  a  point  opposite  Wexford.  The  maxi¬ 
mum  length  of  Wales  itself  is  about  150  miles.  By  the 
addition  of  County  Kilkenny,  in  Ireland,  there  re¬ 
sults  an  extreme  range  of  200  miles  from  the  English 
border  to  the  boundaries  of  the  ancient  Irish  Kingdom 
of  Leinster.  In  this  200  miles  is  the  Dowling  family 
base. 

It  is  in  the  Leinster  region  where  Dowling  history 
certainly  begins  or  has  a  permanent  connection.  Irish 
families  regularly  settled  in  Whiles  from  the  fifth  cen¬ 
tury  onward  and  the  converse  was  true.  For  more  than 
a  thousand  years  tJ10.se  bearing  the  Dowling  name,  in 
one  or  more  of  its  variations,  have  had  seats  in  Ireland. 
Ancient  Leinster  embraced  what  is  today  Wexford, 
Wicklow,  Carlow,  Queens,  much  of  Kildare,  Kings, 
Kilkenny  and  pari  of  Dublin  (south  of  the  River 
Liflly).  One  of  the  early  Dowlings  was  Murdock,  whose 
brother  was  ancestor  of  the  famous  Duncan  line;  an¬ 
other  was  Eochaidh,  King  of  Leinster  who  eventually 
moved  to  Scotland.  His  son,  Brandubh  (Raven  Black 
Hair)  was  also  King  of  Leinster,  being  the  10th  Chris¬ 
tian  monarch  in  594  A.  D. 

The  ancient  spelling  of  Dowling— aside  from  other 
anglicized  forms  such  as  Dooley,  Doolin,  Dorden,  Dow- 
linge,  Dowdoin,  etc.— was  O’Dubhlaoidh.  Those  of  this 
name  were  chiefs  of  Siole-Elaigh  and  Lagan  (today 
the  Barony  of  Shilelagh)  and  Lords  of  Fcrtullaigh 
(O’Dunlaing).  Even  beyond  the  time  of  Eochaidh  the 
family  can  be  traced  to  King  Baiceada,  144  A.  D.  Some 
Irish  genealogists  say  the  line  can  be  traced  to  Prince 
Eeidlim  and  King  Heremon.  the  latter  being  one  of 
the  very  first  monarchs  of  Ireland  about  1698  B.  C. 
Ireland  had  many  settlers  from  Spain.  One  family  tra¬ 
dition  has  it  that  a  brother  of  the  last  Spanish  King  to 
rule  over  Ireland,  Milesius,  is  connected  with  the  Dowl¬ 
ing  line  which  settled  in  colonial  America  by  way  of 
Wales. 

The  original  meaning  of  the  name  Dowling  is  doubt¬ 
ful.  One  authority  gives  the  meaning  as  the  “Black 
Calf  Kings.”  Another  spelling  of  the  ancient  name  sig¬ 
nifies  “Men  of  Defiance.”  The  coat-of-arms  shown  on 
the  memorial  plaque  has  a  top  lion  which  is  the  Royal 
English  Lion,  a  second  lion  whic  h  is  the  Irish  lion,  and 
a  tree  which  is  the  Scottish  Oak.  This  suggests  blood 
lines  originating  in  England  or  Wales,  Ireland  and 
Scotland.  The  trefoil  signifies  perpetuity,  the  lions 
deathless  courage  and  the  tree  refers  to  holiness.  When 
in  color  the  coat-of-arms  denotes  royally  where  pur¬ 
ple,  truth  where  blue,  friendship  where  yellow.  Flic 
clover  leaf  design  denotes  i?idustry.  An  English  trans¬ 
lation  of  the  Latin  words  Vavenle  Deo,  Supero,  is 
“With  the  Help  of  God,  I  conquer.”  (The  foregoing 
so  authenticated  to  Emma  Dowling  Speaks.)  One  of 
several  coats-of-arms  granted  to  Dowlings,  this  one 
was  (apparent)')  granted  to  Morlagh  Dowling,  Esq.  in 
ififia  or  earlier  to  Major  Jeremiah  Dowling  about  the 
year  1G40  —  probably  of  the  same  blood  line  ns  Fr. 
Dowling  who  came  to  Virginia  in  1(143.  Jeremiah 
served  with  distinction  under  King  James  II  at  the 


battle  of  the  Boyne  for  “liberty  of  conscience.” 

Except  for  the  Scottish  branch  noted  above,  the 
Dowlings  do  not  appear  in  Scottish  and  English  rec¬ 
ords  much  before  1500;  after  that  time  references  are 
frequent.  Somerset,  in  Southwest  England,  is  the  pres¬ 
ent  seat  of  knighted  English  Dowlings  and  there  are 
numerous  family  branches  elsewhere,  notably  in  Lon¬ 
don.  One  of  the  Dowlings  gave  his  name  to  a  large 
county  in  New  South  Wales,  Australia  and  founded  a 
town  named,  curiously,  Darlington  Point.  A  map  of 
Erin,  showing  its  "first  families,”  published  March  17, 
194(1,  in  New  York,  lists  two  Dowlings  as  eminent  in 
"Wicklow  and  one  Dowling  as  chief  in  Leix. 

There  have  been  many  distinguished  Dowlings  in 
both  the  old  and  new  worlds.  In  the  ranks  of  high 
Church  dignitaries— Catholic  and  Protestant— tire  found 
many  famous  Dowlings.  Vincent  George  I).  was  a  fa¬ 
mous  journalist,  Thady  1).  was  an  lice lesiaslical  Chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  See  of  Leighlin,  John  G.  D.  was  head 
master  of  the  famous  Crypt  School  of  Gloucester, 
Alfred  Septemus  D.  was  High  Commissioner  of  the 
Yorkshire  Courts,  George  T.  D.  was  one  of  the  great 
Baptist  divines  of  the  last  century,  Joseph  D.  was  a 
famous  judge  and  spotless  sachem  of  Tammany  Hall 
at  a  time  of  unparalleled  corruption  among  political 
contemporaries;  Angus  and  patriarch  Dempsey  I).— 
of  the  old  Darlington  branch— were  famous  Methodist 
clergymen,  Oscar  D.  was  a  great  physician  and  organ¬ 
izer  of  Louisiana’s  public  health  system,  Gabriel  P.  D. 
was  a  noted  banker,  John  W.  D.  of  Alabama  was  a 
distinguished  legislator,  Noel  T.  D.  (direct  descend¬ 
ant  of  Robert  Dowling  II)  is  Nash  Professor  of  Law  at 
Columbia  University.  The  list  is  long;  these  are  just 
a  sample.  But  standing  alone,  mere  claims  of  "kinship” 
with  those  of  greatness  is  not  the  basis  of  genuine 
family  pride.  Indeed,  unbalanced  family  pride  can  be 
self-debasing. 

I  rather  think  of  the  greatness  that  lies  in  the  spirit 
of  one  Michael  Dowling  of  Minnesota.  Young  Michael, 
an  orphan  at  the  age  of  seven,  once  became  lost  on  the 
plains  in  a  blizzard— with  the  temperature  down  to 
forty  below.  He  found  a  pile  of  wood  and  reasoned 
that  a  house  must  be  near.  Moving  to  avoid  freezing, 
he  threw  logs  as  markers  in  all  directions  in  ever  wid¬ 
ening  circles,  re-tracing  and  then  expanding  his  base. 
His  last  log  finally  located,  in  the  blinding  snow,  a 
farmhouse.  The  well-meaning,  but  uninformed,  farmer 
who  answered  his  call  bathed  his  frozen  limbs  in  hot 
water  to  revive  him.  The  result  was  that  young  Michael 
lost  both  legs  and  one  arm.  In  the  almshouse  where 
he  lived  the  orphan  refused  a  “gift”  ol  artificial  limbs 
but  soon  found  ways  to  earn  enough  to  buy  them. 
Starting  in  business  at  the  age  of  thirteen,  he  became, 
eventually,  the  owner  of  a  bank  and  a  newspaper  and 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  Minnesota. 
He  was  —  as  with  many  other  Dowlings  —  never 
“whipped.”  It  is  upon  such  a  spirit  of  family  tradi¬ 
tion  that  Dowlings  live  today  and  prepare  for  to¬ 
morrow. 

Let  us  do  our  best— as  did  young  Michael.  That 
will  be  enough.  That  is  the  Dowling  spirit. 
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REV.  WILLIAM  HAMILTON  DOWLING 


W  >  1-  t  v  <*  ’ 


IN  MEMORY  OF  WILLIAM  HAMILTON  DOWLING 


( I  lie  mortal  remains  of  William  Hamilton  Dowling  were  placed  in  the  old-fashioned,  hallowed  Hopewell  churchyard, 
Hampton,  South  Carolina,  more  than  twenty  )ears  ago.  But  it  would  he  an  over-statement  to  sas  that  "Brother  Ham”— 
as  he  was  known  to  thousands— has  died.  His  personality  and  spirit  of  helpfulness  are  as  vital  today  as  they  were  during 
the  more  than  sixty  years  that  he  toiled  among  us. 

He  was  an  official  participant  anti  an  unofficial  friend  in  the  alfairs  of  nearly  everyone— from  hirlh  to  death— at  bap¬ 
tism,  marriage,  funeral,  family  council  in  illness  and  sorrow,  in  allairs  of  education  and  training  and  many  other  matters. 
Above  till,  he  gave  moral  and  spiritual  leadership  to  the  community  as  a  whole. 

"Brother  Ham"  lived  through  the  period  ol  the  Mexican  War,  the  wai  between  the  States,  the  Spauish-American  War 
and  World  War  1.  In  his  childhood  he  talked  with  those  who  had  fought  with  Generals  Washington  and  Jackson  in  the 
wars  ol  1776  and  1812;  he  lived  in  the  atmosphere  of  alternate  crises  of  war  and  peace.  He  saw  a  nation  built,  torn  apart 
and  re-built.  His  eighty-three  years  of  life  was  the  time-link  between  America  as  a  gangling  youth  and  America  as  a  mature 
man.  1  he  following  in<  idenis  vv  ill  convey  some  idea  of  the  conditions  under  u  hie  It  my  lather,  the  late  Rev .  Williaiu'l  lamilton 
Dowling,  lived  and  served  bis  fellow  man.— M.D.  I .) 


One  hundred  and  lour  years  ago  when  William 
Hamilton  Dowling  was  horn,  on  the  fourth  day  of 
August,  i8.}2,  near  the  present  town  of  Brunson,  then 
in  Prince  William  Parish  of  the  oltl  Beaufort  District 
and  now  in  Hampton  County,  South  Carolina,  con¬ 
ditions  were  tranquil.  Colonial  strife  with  the  Span¬ 
iards,  pirates  and  Indians,  warfare  against  British 
regulars  and  local  Tories,  the  second  war  with  the 
mother  country  in  1812,  were  followed  at  last  by  three 
peaceful  decades  in  which  the  agricultural  life  of  the 
"low  country”  and  “uplands”  of  South  Carolina  de¬ 
veloped  and  matured.  This  period  of  tranquility  was 
ended  by  the  Mexican  War  in  1848  and  the  increasing 
tension  in  the  1850’s  regarding  States’  rights  and 
shivery. 

My  father’s  plantation,  like  those  of  many  of  his 
neighbors,  was  worked  by  slave  labor.  Yet  in  his  own 
household,  as  well  as  in  those  of  many  other  planters 
of  the  time,  there  was  frank  recognition  that,  morally 
and  economically,  slavery  was  no  longer  to  be  desired. 
At  all  times  a  very  large  part  of  the  white  population 
was  entirely  divorced  from  the  slave  question  and 
thousands  of  “free  negroes”  lived  in  the  sta te.  It  is  to 
be  remembered  also  that  the  local  Carolina  view  of  the 
War  between  States  was  not  that  of  rebellion  against 
Federal  Government  as  much  as  it  was  a  fight  to  pro¬ 
tect  and  preserve  the  right  of  stale  and  local  govern¬ 
ment,  each  to  be  supreme  in  its  sphere,  even  to  the 
point  of  secession  from  the  central  body— one  originally 
conceded  under  the  constitution  to  have  very  limited 
powers.  Had  such  an  issue  not  transcended  the  slavery 
question  in  importance  the  general  harmony  and  soli¬ 
darity  of  the  region  which  existed  before  and  during 
the  so-called  civil  war  would  not  have  prevailed.  I 
have  lived  long  enough  to  see  this  same  question  of 
central  and  local-state  government  again  loom  up  as 
the  issue  of  the  hour,  an  issue  in  which  the  liberty  of 
till  the  people  is  this  time  involved. 

Because  of  the  part  played  by  my  father  and  the 
Dowling  family  in  connection  with  this  issue  and  other 
issues  from  Colonial  times  to  the  present,  the  follow¬ 
ing  incidents  may  be  interesting  to  the  Dowling  Fam¬ 
ily  Reunion.  The  more  formal  history,  his  life  and 
times,  I  leave  to  abler  hands  than  mine. 

Descended  from  a  line  of  soldiers  and  scholars,  my 
father's  immediate  branch  of  the  family  stemmed,  as 
noted,  from  Robert  Dowling  of  Virginia,  a  soldier  of 


the  American  Resolution.  Other  ancestors,  as  shown 
on  the  memorial  plaque,  fought  in  that  and  other  wars. 
A  relative  is  believed  to  have  died  with  Travis  and 
Crockett  at  the  Alamo.  But  it  should  not  he  thought 
that  my  father  and  his  people  devoted  their  lives  to 
military  engagements;  many  of  his  family,  in  fact,  were 
equally  busy  (as  he  was)  in  fighting  for  mankind’s 
advancement  in  religion,  education,  law  and  politics. 

It  seems  natural,  therefore,  that  when  my  father 
prepared  for  his  life’s  work,  he  early  expressed  a  wish 
to  teach.  He  was  proficient  and  soon  passed  from  the 
hands  of  private  tutors  to  the  Pineville  Academy,  then 
the  leading  local  institution.  His  further  formal  train¬ 
ing  was  delayed  by  the  outbreak  of  the  war  in  1861. 
The  oldest  child  in  his  immediate  household,  he  as¬ 
sumed  responsibilities  not  typically  acquired  in  early 
life. 

His  vitality,  energy  and  quick  wit  endeared  him  to 
his  associates.  His  stamina  was  unusual;  he  outraced 
and  outfought  all  of  his  friends,  yet  he  was  equally 
noted  for  his  intense  powers  of  concentration  during 
many  hours  of  daily  instruction  in  the  old-fashioned 
academy  schoolroom  with  its  long,  unrelieved  and  un¬ 
believably  hard  benches.  He  learned  to  ride  in  child¬ 
hood  and  was  famed  as  a  horseman,  which  prepared 
him  for  his  later  distinguished  career  as  cavalry  offi¬ 
cer  and  scout.  His  splendid  physique,  coupled  with  an 
erect,  soldierly  bearing,  was  retained  by  him  through¬ 
out  life.  He  was  never  ill  until  immediately  prior  to 
his  death  in  his  eighty-third  year. 

Father,  from  his  early  youth,  was  noted  for  his 
friendliness  and  sympathy  for  the  poor  and  lowly  of 
both  races.  I-ong  before  any  sort  of  education  was 
available  to  the  negroes,  he  taught  many  of  them  the 
elements  of  the  three  “R’s”;  some  of  them  he  in¬ 
structed  at  their  work  in  the  fields,  others  in  small 
groups.  In  this  work  he  often  began  by  leaching  them 
to  count  to  one  hundred,  using  cattle,  llintstones  and 
passing  birds  to  convey  the  basic  principles  of  mathe¬ 
matics  to  his  wholly  untutored  friends.  At  later  stages, 
he  would  present  the  negroes  with  slates  for  writing 
letters.  (He  freed  his  own  slaves  before  the  war 
began.) 

The  negroes  were  especially  interested  in  the  white 
man’s  “Bible”  and  “Church”  and  much  of  father’s 
early  life  was  spent  in  reading  and  interpreting  the 
Holy  Word.  He  counseled  them  to  forsake  their  Afti- 
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can  notions  of  witchcraft  or  evil  spirits  and  to  think 
of  the  Ten  Commandments,  the  Golden  Rule  and  the 
love  of  Jesus  for  all  mankind. 

My  father,  not  only  by  inheritance  but  by  environ¬ 
ment  as  well,  came  naturally  to  an  emphasis  upon 
spiritual  values  and  community  service,  brought  up 
in  an  atmosphere  of  comfort  but  without  luxury,  in 
a  happy  Christian  home,  he  perceived  his  own  father’s 
satisfaction  in  the  simple  verities  of  a  good  li[e.  His 
parents  both  were  devoted  Baptists.  His  father  was 
a  deacon  for  many  years  in  a  local  Baptist  Church. 
His  mother,  energetic  and  ambitious,  was  single- 
minded  in  her  attention  lo  the  needs  of  her  family  in 
both  physical  and  spiritual  matters.  No  sacrifice  was 
too  great.  Once,  an  itinerant  book-salesman  visited  a 
school  my  father  was  attending  at  some  distance  from 
his  home.  The  school  master  decided  that  all  stu¬ 
dents  ought  to  buy  the  new  books  offered  as  it  might 
be  some  considerable  time  before  any  other  books— 
?ood  or  bad— would  be  available.  But,  unlike  the  view- 
point  held  by  some  of  our  modern  book-salesmen,  full 
payment  instantly  was  paramount.  My  father  had  no 
money  with  him  and  his  father  was  away  in  Charles¬ 
ton.  That  evening  he  tried  to  salve  his  disappoint¬ 
ment  by  vigorous  absorption  in  home  duties,  but  his 
mother  understood  his  thirst  for  knowledge. 

Soon  after  “supper”  (as  dinner  is  called  in  the 
South)  his  mother  placed  all  the  children  in  bed. 
When  they  were  asleep  she  saddled  her  mare,  “Lady- 
bug,”  and  through  the  dark  night  on  the  rough 
bridle  paths  (then  called  highways)  rode  fifteen  miles 
to  a  country  store  where  the  book-salesman  had  been 
known  to  stop.  The  storekeeper  was  asleep  at  his 
residence  but  she  made  him  open  his  shop  and  sell 
her  the  desired  books.  Often  1  asked  Grandmother  if 
she  was  frightened  on  the  long,  dark  ride  which  ended 
only  just  before  dawn.  “Oh,  no,”  she  told  me,  “I 
trusted  in  God  to  guide  me  safely  and  1  wouldn't 
have  slept  anyway  worrying  over  Hamilton’s  disap¬ 
pointment.  Hamilton  was  so  happy  over  the  new 
books  and  1  was  so  happy  for  him,  we  both  cried.” 

As  the  eldest  child,  and  in  view  of  the  limited  school 
facilities,  father  had  a  large  share  in  the  education  of 
his  brothers  and  sisters.  Thus  early  training  in  teach¬ 
ing  perhaps  predisposed  him  further  for  his  subse¬ 
quent  career.  Father  even  was  permitted  to  name  sev¬ 
eral  of  his  ten  brothers  and  sisters. 

The  homecoming  scene  of  this  devoted  family,  upon 
Hamilton’s  return  after  four  wearying  years  of  victory¬ 
less  war,  has  been  described  touchingly.  The  smaller 
children,  nourished  only  by  skimpy  war  rations  and 
stories  of  the  heroism  of  their  older  "bubber,”  lined 
up  at  the  driveway  to  the  home  military  fashion  to 
receive  him  with  accolades  of  praise  and  warm  re¬ 
joicing.  And,  of  course,  Grandmother  and  Grand¬ 
father  felt  a  profound  thankfulness. 

My  father’s  grandfather.  John  ([a he/)  Dowling, 
lived  nearby.  I  understand  that  my  father,  as  a  boy, 
used  lo  visit  his  grandfather  daily.  According  to  my 
father,  his  grandfather  Joint  (Jabcz)  Dowling,  was 
noted  for  his  minor  oddities,  lie  would  have  a  servant 
pick  up  leaves  immediately  that  they  fell  front  the  trees 
so  that  the  grounds  were  meticulously  groomed  at  all 
times,  and  he  would  refuse  logo  to  any  religious  service 


without  high  top-hat  and  silk  broadcloth  suit.  My 
father’s  great-grandfather  (my  great-great-grandfather) 
withdrew  from  the  Church  when  a  neighbor  caused 
it  to  be  turned  into  a  primitive  (hard-shell)  denomina¬ 
tion.  This  neighbor  had  been  a  Tory  and  this  fact 
was  another  cause  ol  dissension  between  the  men. 
Otherwise,  there  was  little  community  dissension. 

I  was  not  epiite  in  my  "teens”  when  my  paternal 
grandfather  died,  but  my  father’s  mother  lived  to  be 
present  at  my  wedding.  As  my  maternal  grandparents 
both  died  before  I  was  born,  1  was  especially  impressed 
by  the  personalities  of  my  father’s  parents  and  was  de- 
voted  to  them.  I  made  many  trips  about  (Jie  country¬ 
side  with  them.  I  recall  those  occasions  when  Grand¬ 
father  would  lift  me  up  on  his  saddle  and  drive  olf 
with  me  to  one  of  his  mills  on  “grinding  days.”  There 
were  set  dates  each  month  when  cornmeal  or  “grits” 
were  milled  by  grandfather’s  mills  for  all  the  surround¬ 
ing  planters.  At  various  seasons,  sugar-cane  grinding 
and  cotton  ginning  also  occupied  his  attention,  the 
latter  enterprise  being  a  joint  venture  with  Joseph 
Rosier,  a  neighboring  planter  and  lifelong  friend  (an 
ancestor  of  the  Kelehears  and  Terrys  shown  on  the 
plaque).  It  was  the  practice  of  the  hired  hands  or  em¬ 
ployes  of  the  mills  to  receive  part  of  their  compensation 
in  goods;  that  is,  to  receive,  lor  example,  a  part  of  the 
cornmeal  ground.  Grandfather  always  saw  to  it  that  for 
poor  people  and  widows  “no  charge”  was  made. 

To  my  mind,  at  the  time,  these  mills  seemed  the 
most  picturesque  spots  in  the  world  and  the  perch¬ 
fishing  I  learned  to  do  in  the  mill  ponds  added  to  the 
glamour.  Grandfather  also  made  me  a  little  trap  in 
which  I  caught  redbirds  and  sparrows,  hoping  to  tame 
them  (but  they  always  defied  me  and  escaped). 

An  outstanding  expedition  I  shall  always  remem-' 
her  is  important  only  because  it  shows  how  little  suffi¬ 
ces  to  provide  the  material  for  childish  ecstasy.  One 
day  he  carried  me  to  a  country  store  nearby.  It  was 
only  a  typical  shop,  of  course,  but  to  me  it  was  like 
a  later-day  trip  to  New  York. 

At  the  store  he  purchased  for  me  a  pair  of  red  shoes. 
That  was  an  event!  And  then  he  handed  me  a  large 
bag  of  fancy  candy.  It  was  the  first  time  I  had  ever 
“held  the  bag”  containing  real  “store  candy.”  I  was 
almost  delirious  with  joy.  I  was  admonished  to  share 
it  with  my  brothers  and  sisters  but,  of  course,  I  now 
suspect  grandfather  knew  I  would  sample  every  type 
in  the  bag  lirst.  I  his  simple  incident  loses  its  mean¬ 
ing  today  when  nearly  all  American  children  have  as 
much  candy  as  they  want  whenever  they  want  it,  but 
perhaps  the  joy  1  had  might  be  likened  today  to  a 
war-refugee  hungry  child  unexpectedly  receiving,  in¬ 
stead  of  a  crust  of  bread,  a  whole  banquet. 

On  the  last  clay  of  grandfather’s  life,  when  return¬ 
ing  from  my  school,  I  went  by  to  see  him.  I  did  not 
know  he  was  ill  but  I  missed  him  outside  the  house 
and  searched  for  him  inside.  As  I  stood  at  his  bed¬ 
side  he  said,  "Daughter,  go  and  help  grandmother. 
I’m  mighty  bad  oil.  Take  a  basket  ol  figs  home  with 
you.”  1  did  as  1  was  told  and  then  at  home  talked 
with  Mother  about  grandfather.  Mother  and  father 
quickly  left  for  grandfather’s  home.  He  had  gone  into 
his  final  sleep  just  allei  I  left  his  bedside  and  never 
awakened  in  this  world.  1  think  I  was  about  ten  years 
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old  at  the  time  of  this  occurrence;  it  was  my  first  real 
experience  with  grief.  His  death  was  a  terrible  shock 
and  it  nearly  broke  my  heart.  I  remembered  many  of 
the  things  he  had  taught  me  about  the  Holy  Sacra¬ 
ment— the  Lord’s  Supper— and  about  life  after  death, 
and  this  comforted  me.  Then  too,  my  father’s  ardent 
religious  beliefs  also  eased  the  shock. 

My  father,  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  in  the  year  1858, 
was  converted  to  Christianity  under  the  preaching  of 
the  Reverend  J.  M.  Hoover.  Father  was  baptized  by 
him  in  August  of  the  same  year.  In  1859,  j 8f>o  and 
part  of  iKt)  1 ,  father  taught  school  in  the  bethel  Church 
Community,  continuing  his  studies  and  preparing  lor 
his  entrance  into  The  Seminary.  He  was  lully  pre¬ 
pared  and  licensed  to  preach  in  i8fii  when  the  war 
broke  out.  Thus,  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  he  interrupted 
his  academic  work  to  volunteer  for  the  Army. 

He  served  under  General  butler  and  General  Wade 
Hampton  (afterwards  U.  S.  Senator,  for  whom  Hamp¬ 
ton  County  is  mimed),  until  after  the  surrender  of 
General  Lee.  He  fought  in  twenty-five  major  engage¬ 
ments  in  Virginia  and  Carolina  and  acted  as  both 
fighting  officer  and  spiritual  leader.  For  a  time  he  was 
aide  and  adjutant  to  General  Hampton. 

General  V.  R.  brooks  in  "butler  and  His  Cavalry” 
places  father  in  the  center  of  a  group  termed  “bravest 
of  the  brave.”  Colonel  Zimmerman  Davis,  of  the  5th 
S.  C.  Cavalry  Regiment,  and  the  Charleston  Chapter 
of  the  United  Daughters  of  the  Confederacy  sent  him 
the  "Cross  of  Honor”  with  the  inscription  "none  de¬ 
serve  it  more  than  you;  you  were  loyal  to  the  banners 
of  the  Confederacy  and  loyal  to  the  Cross  of  Christ.” 
His  formal  record  is  a  part  of  the  State  Historical 
Archives  of  Georgia  and  South  Carolina  and  his  offi¬ 
cial  service  to  Hampton,  S.  C.,  is  memorialized  in  a 
marker  on  the  walls  of  the  court  house  in  that  place. 

Incidently,  when  the  new  court  house  is  erected  at 
Hampton,  then  will  be  found  within  the  old  corner¬ 
stone  a  scaled  document,  prepared  by  my  father  and 
placed  therein,  possibly  describing  the  circumstances 
leading  to  the  creation  of  the  county.  I  am  sure  the 
family  would  be  grateful,  and  the  public  a t  large 
interested,  if  the  contents  of  this  document  are  made 
known  when  the  sealed  stone  is  opened. 

At  the  battle  of  Lee’s  Mill  he  commanded  and  held 
the  right  wing  of  the  Confederate  forces  until  sur¬ 
rounded  by  General  Sheridan’s  overwhelming  num¬ 
bers.  He  once  captured  eleven  prisoners  single-handed 
while  on  picket  duty,  bullets  and  shells  cut  down 
horses  under  him  and  tore  his  clothing  but  he  was 
never  injured.  In  one  engagement  he  fought  from 
Thursday  evening  to  Monday  morning  without  basic 
rest,  pausing  only  to  cat  meals  of  cold  parched  corn 
and  water. 

My  father’s  piety  and  character  were  such  that  this 
company  and  regiment  never  had  any  other  chaplain. 
Under  his  influence  many  were  converted,  especially 
during  that  period  when  his  part  of  the  Army  was  in 
North  Carolina.  He  was  a  leader  in  organized  religion 
in  the  army  throughout  the  war.  He  was  especially 
useful  to  General  Hampton  in  maintaining  troop 
morale  and  the  General  esteemed  him  highly. 

During  rcconstrm  lion  days,  father  often  rode  day 
and  night  among  the  notorious  negroes,  admonishing 


them  and  generally  curbing  the  savage  instincts  of  the 
very  worst  element.  Once  on  the  River  Plantation 
near  Saint  John’s  Church  in  the  Barnwell  Community, 
father  went  boldly  into  a  camp  of  more  than  one  hun¬ 
dred  of  them  who  had  just  convened  upon  return  from 
;t  murderous  tour  of  the  region.  He  talked  with  them 
and  although  they  pulled  him  oil  his  horse  and  threat¬ 
ened  to  kill  him  as  they  had  done  the  others  (the 
bodies  ol  other  while  men  were  lying  in  his  clear  view), 
he  at  last  convinced  them  he  came  as  their  friend  to 
help  them.  He  preached  to  them  for  hours,  explained 
their  political  and  economic  position,  and  thereafter 
the  •se  particular  negroes  gave  little  trouble. 

Some  .scoundrel  leaders  came  to  the  bryken  South  in 
the  wake  of  war  and  told  the  younger  negroes 
they  should  kill  off  all  the  white  men,  take  all  of 
their  property  and  till  of  their  white  women.  I  recall 
going  to  a  certain  home  where  all  the  women  and 
children  for  fifteen  miles  around  had  gathered  for 
mutual  safety  to  sleep.  Meanwhile,  the  few  able-bodied 
men  who  survived  the  war  patroled  the  community. 
This  was  continued  until  the  roving  negro  gangs  were 
dispersed.  (A  system  of  communication  from  house 
to  house  and  section  to  section  was  used  to  spread 
alarms,  causing  people  to  gather.)  1  remember  sleeping 
on  a  long  “pallet”  with  many  children  I  had  never 
before  seen.  We  weren’t  even  permitted  to  whisper 
for  fear  of  attracting  attention.  Every  grown  woman 
had  a  gun  and  kept  it  constantly  with  her,  even  when 
feeding  her  children.  Even  as  late  as  1888— ten  years 
after  Federal  Troopers  were  withdrawn— this  lawless¬ 
ness  made  life  dangerous  indeed. 

When  the  war  was  over,  father  felt  that  he  had 
been  spared  for  a  Holy  Warfare  in  which  he  would 
not  lose  the  victory.  The  “low  country”  had  been  laid 
waste  by  General  Sherman  and,  of  course,  the  whole 
life  of  the  region  was  disrupted.  Someone  had  to  as¬ 
sume  the  task  of  preaching  even  though  no  one  could 
pay  a  clergyman  a  living  wage. 

With  burning  zeal  he  consecrated  himself  to  the 
work.  The  ordaining  Presbytery  included  J.  M.  Hoover, 
II.  S.  Boynton  and  W.  II.  Shuman.  He  was  married 
to  my  mother  Clara  Louisa  Ruth,  daughter  of  Hon. 
A.  M.  Ruth,  of  old  Beaufort  District,  on  May  19,  1867. 
Immediately  after  the  ceremony  he  preached  his  first 
sermon  in  Hopewell  Church. 

With  father,  a  soul  was  a  soul.  Wealthy  planter, 
plain  farmer,  and  negro— all  were  one  spiritual  class 
to  him.  In  the  first  year  after  his  ordination,  he 
baptized  one  hundred  and  thirteen  converts.  The 
first  pastorates  were  at  Mount  Pleasant,  Steep  Bottom, 
Saint  John’s,  Allen’s  C, Impel,  Caiman,  Seven  Pines  and 
Belhcsda.  He  visited  many  destitute  places  and  aided 
the  unfortunate  everywhere  in  the  region.  He  later 
accepted  calls  to  preach  at  Peniel,  Doctor’s  Creek, 
Smoke,  Antioch  and  Edisto  Churches.  In  1878  he 
moved  back  to  his  old  Hampton  County  home  and 
thereafter  served  thirty-three  churches  in  the  Savan¬ 
nah  River  Association.  In  his  later  years  he  was  pas¬ 
tor  of  Sandy  Hun,  Dry  Swamp,  Mill  G rove  and  Black 
Swamp.  He  organized  the  Barnwell  County  Sunday 
School  Convention  and  was  (Ink  ol  the  Savannah 
River  Sunday  School  Association  lor  thirty  years. 

To  maintain  his  own  growing  family,  he  taught 
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school.  In  all  his  schools  he  maintained  or  developed 
a  Bible  and  catechismal  department.  Many  of  those 
taught  were  later  brought  into  the  Church  where,  in 
turn,  he  married  them,  baptized  and  trained  their 
children,  preached  their  funeral  services  and  buried 
them.  Many  South  Carolinians,  who  later  became  dis¬ 
tinguished  in  public  affairs,  passed  through  his  guiding 
hands  as  pastor,  teacher  or  as  counsellor— among  them 
Governors,  Senators  and  the  present  Secretary  of  State. 
He  was  acquainted  with  four  generations  of  South  Caro¬ 
linians  by  virtue  of  his  long  life  and  professional  duties. 

1  once  accompanied  father  when  he  went  to  see  some 
extremely  poor  people.  All  were  ill  with  measles  and 
there  was  no  food,  no  money  and  no  medicine.  Father 
had  been  paid  that  day  for  a  full  year’s  salary  by  the 
Church— a  total  of  §5.00— but,  despite  the  needs  of  his 
own  family,  he  immediately  gat  e  the  $5. 00  to  the  poor 
people.  Happily,  they  recovered,  possibly  largely  due 
to  the  food  and  medicine  the  $5.00  bought. 

Returning  home  that  day,  he  met  an  eloping  couple, 
on  their  way  to  his  home  seeking  him  for  a  marriage 
ceremony.  With  a  neighboring  farmer’s  family  for 
witnesses  (no  licenses  being  required  in  those  days) 
he  married  the  couple  right  there  in  the  middle  of 
the  road.  The  bridegroom  paid  father  $10.00— twice  as 
much  money  as  he  had  received  before  his  kind  act. 

When  the  wonderful  story  was  told  to  the  family 
circle  all  father  said  was,  “1  had  faith  that  God  would 
provide  in  some  way.  Sometimes  it  is  no  duty  to  give 
all  I  have  to  those  poor  people.” 

Father  bought  his  own  first  land  in  1870,  before  1 
was  born.  The  circumstances  are  interesting.  Grand¬ 
mother  Ruth  rode  till  the  way  (about  thirty  miles)  on 
horseback  from  the  Ruth  homestead  to  Allen's  Chapel 
in  the  Barnwell  region,  near  Saint  John’s,  to  tell  her 
son-in-law  that  if  he  would  pay  taxes  (which  the 
carpet-baggers  had  inequitably  levied)  on  the  large 
tract  of  land,  known  as  Jordan’s  Bay,  she  would  give 
it  to  mother.  Few  people  had  any  cash  so  soon  after 
the  war  as  all  economic  life  was  disrupted  and  almost 
everyone  was  fully  involved  in  the  now  valueless  Con¬ 
federate  currency.  This,  of  course,  was  the  new  situa¬ 
tion  which  the  carpet-baggers  had  counted  upon  to 
give  them  a  chance  to  grab  all  good  lands.  Fifty  United 
States  dollars  then  would  buy  what  $30,000  wouldn’t 
buy  today  (19.16)  in  real  estate.  Since  father  was  re¬ 
ceiving  some  pay  in  “cash”  as  a  schoolteacher,  he  was 
a  little  better  oil  than  most  people.  The  land  on  the 
bay  had  been  kept  as  a  hunting  preserve  and  had 
never  been  cultivated  or  even  timbered.  This  same 
land  today  is  included  in  one  of  the  estates  of  a  great 
mid-western  industrialist.  It  was  the  timber  on  the 
land,  sold  at  $1.00  an  acre  to  Northern  mills,  which 
later  supported  all  of  us  through  the  awful  recon¬ 
struction  period  which  continued  year  after  year  for 
nearly  fifteen  years. 

Well,  father  succeeded,  of  course,  in  getting  this  land 
but  he  was  forced  to  let  it  go  laler.  I. and  then  sold 
for  twenty-five  cents  an  acre  laler  brought  $590  an 
acre.  It  was  about  the  lime  of  the  Grandmother  Ruth- 
Jandon  Bay  situation  when  Grandfather  Dowling 
moved  down-stale,  near  Nixville.  Anxious  to  have 
their  oldest  child  back  near  them  and  in  view  of  the 


perilous  times,  another  move  was  planned.  Later,  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  an  opportunity  offered,  when  a  man  named 
Jonas  Trawell  decided  to  sell  out,  father  bought  500 
ticres  at  fifty  cents  an  acre.  Later  he  built  a  house  on 
this  land,  moving  in  when  my  brother  Buist  was  six 
weeks  old.  This  was  what  we  called  the  “old  Beldon 
place."  All  the  brothers  and  sisters,  from  Louise  down 
to  Harry,  were  born  there. 

My  sister,  little  Mary  Sue,  had  died  in  September, 
before  Buist  was  born  in  the  winter  months.  At  this 
time  we  had  some  of  the  coldest  weather  on  record 
for  the  region.  It  was  too  dangerous  for  the  health 
of  young  children  so  many  families  lived  together 
to  combine  fuel,  feeding,  shelter  and  for  common 
protection. 

We  were  all  bundled  up  in  quilts  and  covers  and 
trekked  off  together  to  Grandfather’s  section  in  the 
only  buggy  available— the  smaller  children  going  with 
mother.  My  oldest  brother,  the  late  Hon.  W.  H. 
Dowling,  Jr.,  and  I  went  in  a  wagon.  We  crossed  the 
river  in  a  flat  ferry— there  were  no  bridges  then— at 
Nyles  Ford. 

At  the  Beldon  place  father  continued  to  buy  land 
adjoining  his  home.  At  one  time  he  owned  a  mile 
square  in  a  single  tract. 

Father  cut  off  from  the  main  tract  and  gave  to 
Peter  Speaks’  (colored)  wife,  Libbie,  a  faithful  old 
negro  woman  who  had  washed  for  us  over  twelve  years 
(charging,  incidently,  forty  cents  per  day  for  her 
services),  ten  acres  and  the  little  house  in  which  she 
lived  free  all  those  years.  I  know  the  names  of  many 
of  the  old  slaves  who  belonged  to  the  family.  I  have 
gone  with  my  father  many  times  to  see  them.  He 
often  went  to  them  when  they  needed  help. 

Later  in  life,  accepting  posts  such  as  Commissioner 
of  Education  and  as  Probate  Judge,  father  felt 
that  he  would  not  injure  but  would  help  his  ministry. 
In  these  lay  tasks  he  kept  in  touch  with  the  education 
of  youth  and,  in  a  sense,  acted  as  guardian  of  the 
widows  and  orphans.  Father  served  as  the  first  School 
Commissioner  of  Hampton  County  until  1880,  at 
which  time  he  was  elected,  by  popular  vote,  Judge  of 
the  Probate  Court,  which  office  he  held  until  1892. 
Until  his  death,  in  192.],  father  was  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Education  of  Hampton  County. 

Few  have  married  as  many  couples,  written  as  many 
obituaries,  organized  and  built  as  many  churches, 
baptized  and  educated  as  many  persons,  as  did  my 
father. 

I  think  he  viewed  life  this  way— there  is  no  happi¬ 
ness  on  earth  worth  having  outside  that  of  know¬ 
ing  you’ve  been  useful  and  have  performed  your  duty. 
He  was  happy  while  he  lived  in  trying  to  do  good 
work.  He  was  happy  when  he  preached  his  first  sermon 
at  old  Hopewell  Church  and  he  was  happy  when  he 
preached  his  last  sermon  there  a  few  days  before  he 
died.  I  last  saw  him  at  his  life's  work  here  in  this  very 
spot  where  today  we  dedicate  this  memorial  plaque 
to  him  and  to  other  “heroes”  of  America’s  wars. 
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San  Antonio,  Texas, 


Maud  Dowi.ing  Turnir 
July  4,  icj.pi 
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